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FIGHTING FASCISM is. pamphlet .number Qne...of the Nottingham-produced., 
political newsletter "IF YOU DONTT:.HIT IT ... o IT. WON»T FALL". 

The interest for such a pe^mphlet is because' of the recent revival 
of racism and fascism aided - although not created- by far- 
right and fascist organisations like the National Front, and, National 
Party. . ’ ! ' ■ ' ' , ' ■ 

More specifically, the crisis has provided the situation in which 
fascist solutmons to working class people’s problems can seem 
attractive so that during the Summer of 197^ several incidents 
like the stabbing of young Asians in Southall (London) reflected 
a general rise in racism ... the need to understand how to 
oppose racism and fascism noiv comes from this. At the same time 
there are many complications in the fight against fascism. 

Important among these is the totality of underlying fascist ideas, 
V/hereas racism is the biggest support-getter at the moment for 
groups like the National Front, fascists encourage many reactionary 
aspects of capitalist society. Among these is Nationalism; a rigid 
authoritarian view of life; the suppression of v/oraens* autonomy 
and the ' suppression of any sexuality outside the 

kind most useful to the continuation of exploitation (especially 
clamping on gay love); a reactionary position of Ireland, V/ork etc. 


Antifascist committees are one present form of organisation of 
struggle against fascism and the Nottingham Antifascist Committee 

has achieved little, been full of conflict and dispute. At the 

^ . • • 

very least this pamphlet should help to air some of the different 
points of view around. 


"This pamphlet contains va.rious articles for discussion, "The Threat 
of Fascism" id%.itifies the. corporate state a.nd the Labour Party as 
main dangers whereas ’V/hat is Fascism’ whilst also exploring the role 
of reformism, stresses the ideological fighf against racism and fascism 
and criticised the crude ’Smash the Front’ approach of the ! 

Socialist Workers. Party and .the International Marxist Group. 


Roger of Nottm AFCommittee has supplied us with some 'Notes on Fascism' 
and an 'Immigration Laws’ summary, A no doubt controversial article 
on Chinese Foreigh policy 'Maoism and Fascism' has been included, as 
well as a couple of peices nn the racist demagogue Powell, short 
peices by Trotsky locate fascism in an historical perspective and 
suggest its base is mainly petit-bourgeois,. 


An article from the magasine Unercurrents discusses the Counter Culture, 
one from Anarchy discusses the Left. The heed for h revolutionary 
strategy is raised again' and Notes for a meeting on Racism, Se-^ism and 
Fascism are reprinted, . .... 


Perhaps most important are aspects of racism/fascism we have not had 
the resourses to research into. For ex<ample the most vital struggle 
facing Britsih revolutionaries: Ireland. What precisely is the 
relationship which the NF/NP enjoys with U'VF, RUC, loma.n Catholic Church 
and the British Army? How deep is fascist infiltration in the Civil 
Service, Trade Unions, SPUC, Prison Service, Police, Customs, Immigration 
TAVR, RC Church and so on? What relationship do the fascists have with 
the Economic League, NAFF., Aims of Industry, Institute for the. Study of 
Conflict',;;;® •.O' How- importa.nt is the Fascist International?' What ca.n psych¬ 
ology (Reich, Fromm,etc) tell us about fascism? The list is endless 
from the role of the State to euthanasia and genetic engineering, to 
Chile and Spain, 


This has turned out to be a discussion pamphlet, it cost a lot to produce 
and the '12p cover price is less .than wha,t it cost'. All ■ contributions are 
welcome. For further communication contact IF YOU DON'T .■ _ 
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F A S C I S Vi 


Once aga.in, Western capitalism is sinking into a deep econ' 
omic depression. Mass unemployment is steadily rising,' living . 
standards are falling and social services sipending is being 
ruthlessly cut, The effects of the v;orld depression are most, 
acute in Britain because here v/e live under the oldest and thus 
most decayed capitalist system. The contradiction between the,- 
social character of production and the individual ownership of 
the means of production is in' a state of conspicuous change and 
is becoming increasingly antagonistic. 


These are the objective material conditions that have given 
rise to an intensification of the conflict betv/een the working 
class and the capitalist, class during the last ten years,- as has 
been exemplified in'the successive v/aves 'Of-industrial milits.ncy, 
The same cha.nges in material conditions also account for a small, 
but significant movement of some I’jorkers tov/ards a revolutionary 
outlook. Hov/ever it is .equally the case that the forces of exr 
treme reaction have been , strengthened in response to a decaying , . 
capitalism. The grov7th of 'revolution and reaction are both 
products of • the same circumstances. They constitute a dialect-, 
ical unity of opposites. . ‘ 

THE NATURE 'CF F/^CISM 


If the threat of fascism is to be successfully combatted it 
is necessary for us to make an accurate ma.teria3-ist analysis of 
it. In order to do t,his our a.naJ-'ysis must not be .confined, as 
often is.the case, to the ideology of fascism. We must pene- 
tra.te through its id'eologica.1 smokescreen to its material basis 
and identify the class out of v-rhose practice it arises and thus, 
serves• 


Fascism is a political stra.tegy resorted to by the monopoly 
capitalist ruling class when confronted with grave economic 
crisis and growing vjorking class unrest, as in Germany in the 
early '1930s, Its real aim is to-perpetuate the system of decay¬ 
ing monopoly capita.lism. Its mea.ns are the building of a mass -. 
movement on .the basis of attracting demoralized sections of the 
working class and petit bourgeoisie,, through nationalistic, and 
racist ideology, v/ho are then used to support the seizure, of 
state pov/er and the estabT-ishment 'of an authoritarian dictator-,'; 
ship. Once in pov/er, the fascists -proceed to crush all opposit¬ 
ion to their regime, especially that of the v/orking class, and 
establish rigid state economic control in the interests of mon- ' 
opoly capitalism. 

RACISM AND FASCISM 

One'common misconception among opponents of fascism is to 
assume that its essence is racism. In fact, ra.cism is an ideol¬ 
ogical tool frequently, but not alv/ays, used as a means of mass 
mobilization by the - fascists. Racism was not a significant 
factor in the rise'of Italian fascism to pov/er. Furthermore, in 
the case> of Portugese fascism great efforts .v/ere made t'o try to 
encourage the peoples of the African colonies to regard them¬ 
selves as "Portugese'''. Intermarriage betv/een blp.cks and v/hites 
viSiS officially sanctioned. But this attempt by the Portugese 
fascists to combat growing sentiments of no.tional liberation v/as 
vinable to svippress the racism inherent in colonial domination. 


« i • 
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Ro.cism is a. much .older ideological r^henomenon than is fasc 
ism. Ro.cist beliefs are a direct outcome of imxoerialism, Raci 
arose as a moral jvistification for the colonial oppression a.nd 
ox-o3.oitation of the peo-oles of Asia, Africa and Auerice.. It al 
had an important function in motivating the v/orking classes of 







the European capitalist countries to fight in v/ars of 
conquest^ Imperialism is,- of course, still very much 


colonial 
alive e.nd 


thus 


so 


too is racism. 


Just as under capitalism there is continuous economic and 
political struggle between the v/orking class and the capitalist 
class so also there is continuous ideological struggle. On the 
one hand, v;e are all influenced by the ideology arising out of 
the practice of the ruling capita.list class. This is disseminat~ 
ed through the educational system and the ma.ss media a.nd incor- 
pora.tes racism as a component pa.rt, On the other hand, we a.re 
subject to ideas arising out of our immediate experiences, our 
ovm actual practice, and these tell us that all v/orkers are op¬ 
pressed and exploited by the capitalists, regardless of national¬ 
ity and skin colour, and that all workers have the same interests 

in common. 


So there is a contradiction within our thinJ^ing. One side 
of all of us is racist and says whites are superior to blacks. 
(This is the case for both v;hite and black people, as Frantz Fan- 
on pointed out.) The other side of us says that all \«7orkcrs, re¬ 
gardless of place of origin and colour, are oppressed by capital¬ 
ism and thus should unite in common struggle against it. 

vJhether or not racism is on the increase depends upon v/hich 
side ox this contradiction is the strongest, which is the princ¬ 
ipal aspect. Under capitalism, it is not a case of whether peop¬ 
le are racists or not. Rather it is a case of v/hich aspect ox 
the contradiction bet\.7een reaction and revolution in general, and 
bourgeois racism and proletarian international-ism in pari^icu-i.ar, • 
is grov7ing in strength. 

In Britain today it does seem that among some sections of 
the v7orking class and petit bourgeoisie racism is on the increase 
and certain.ly •;:ro^^7ing more quickJ.3^ than anj^ upsurge of revolut- 
iona.ry consciousness among other sections of these classes. The 
grov7th of racism, V7hich the National Front and other fascists use 
a.s their main agitational weapon, V 7 ill not bo curtailed simply by 
disseminating arguments exposing the falla.cies of racism. In the 
final analysisthe only sure v;ay to defeat racism is by acting 
so as to strengthen the proletarian, revolutionary side of this 
ideological contradiction. In short, the onl-y 'way to la.sting 3 -y 


V. 


iefeat racism is through ' revolution. 


! 

Friedrich Engels v/rote in txis 


THE GROVJTII OF CORPORATISM 

Exo.ctly one hundred yca.rs o-go, 

Ant i - jluhr ii-^ ; 

"...the official .i^epresentative of ca.pita.list society _ the iState 
- V 7 ill ultimately have to undertake the direction of production.” 

and: ' ‘, ■ ’ : ’ 


^Nu'b the transformation, either into joint-stock comp3.nies and 
trusts, or into. Sta.te ownership, does not do av/ay V 7 ith the capit- 
aJ-istic. nature of the productive forces. ... The modern State, no 
jyi^’ttor what its form, is essentd.ally a c^^Lpita.list macnine, che 
state of the ca.x 3 italists, the ideal personification of the tonal 
national capital. The more it proceeds to the taking over of prod 
uctive forces, the more does it actually become the national cap¬ 
italist, the more citizens does it exploit.” 

Since Engels ’wrote these prophetic words the State certainly has 
played an ' incroa.singly important-part in economic affairs, first 
of all by means of occasional and limited interventions in the 
national occnony, e.g. monetary policy, and more recently a.s the 
plaainer and director of the economy, Incidentcilly, the Groucho 




”Ma.rxists'' of Militant , v/ith their silly demand tho.t the Labour, 
government should nationalize ■ the largest tv;o hundred firms, 
v/ould do v/ell to heed Engels. ■ 

In Britain, tendencies ' towards • a state-controlled but.,'priv- 
ately'-ovmed nionopo3-y capitoMism have been grov/ing more pronounced 
since the early 1960s. The National Economic Development Council, 
the National Enterprise Board, the Induistry Act, the Social Con¬ 
tract and the Bullock Deport are but a fe\\r examples of this trend. 
But there is nothing nev/ about this type of capitalist economic 
organisation. In pre-v-ra-r Italy and Germany it was knovm a.s corp ¬ 
oratism , . .As .Sir Osv/ald Mosley, the farther of British fascism, 
vjrote back in the 1950 , 


's: 


'■Tho 'main object of a modern and Fascist m.ovemont is to establish 
the Goipjorate State." ; 

Benito Mussolini outlined the key elements of the corporate state 


« .« •• 


as 


follows: ■ ■: 

^ State control of v/ages, prices and foreign trade, 

Prohibit.ion of free collective bargciining, ■■ ■ ' • 

Stn.tb direction of industry and commerce, • 

4, State subsidies for large-scale private firms,. I. 

Establishment of industry-v^id'o ■ corporations v/ith, compulsory'" 
membership for o’vners and x^orkers, i.e^ "industrial particip¬ 
ation" , 


I • 
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No’w these policies sound familiar because they are precisol-y 
those x/hich have been introduced by recent British governments, 
esjoecially Labour governments. In Italy and Germany the setting 
up of the corpojrate state fql lox'jed thte’ fascist seizure of state 
pov7er. In Britain it has been happc.ning the other v/ay-round. The 
emergence of a corporate st.ate.-apparatus has p,-]?occdod the estab¬ 
lishment of a fascist regime. So far,, the monopoly capitalist 
class, have been ab3.e. to maintain the facade- of j)3-^li^i'‘icntary dem¬ 
ocracy and h.avo not yet found it nec.ossary ,to turn to authoritar¬ 
ian dictatorship, to outright fascism, Cornoratism is fascism 
with 


cl 


human face. Its chief s.rciiitect has been and is the Labour 


■party 


THE ROLE OF THM LABOUR PARTY 


The governments formed by the Labour Pcirty since have 

taken .the; leading role in 'gradua]-iy assembling the corporate state 
machine. The Tory government of '! 970“?^ also played its part, •• 
'But the Labour politicians hav.e an adva.ntage over their Tory col¬ 
leagues b,cca.use La.bour l.eaders such as Michael Foot and Anthony 
'MedgX'/ood-Bonn proclaim their o.nti-xforking class corporatist meas¬ 
ures as "socialist"! They try_ to deceive us, the -v/orking class, 
by claiming to servo us x-zith "socia.list" .legislation v/hen in fs.ct 
they act in the interests of the mono-Dolv capita.list, class. Of 
course, there is nothing original about this tynpe.of "socialism". 
It x-7as forcibly imposed in Germany during Iiit3.er's time and x-;as 


called "national socialism", or for short - Nazism.- Here in Brit¬ 
ain, it is introduced by stealth and called "democratic socialism" 


iiot only has the Labour Pa.rty been , in the lead, in bringing in 
corT)ors.tism but it has also consistently pandere.d to racism. To 
give-just c.ne. of many exanp3.,cs, in .19^8 the Labour-government in- 
troO.uced a.n Ii:inigrn.tion Act v/hich denies: the right of. residence 
in Britain to British passjport-holde.rs v/ithout parents or grand- 
pe.rents born in Britain. In other x-;ords, it is just o. cunning 
way of koeping, b3.acks out- of the country, xvithout actually ment¬ 
ioning the terms "race" or "colour", l-xhat .is. more, La.bour axlmin- 
istrat.ions h^uve taken no measures to s.top -fascists, holding mass 
marches, xvith the doliborcxtc intention of pro.voking .violent 
clatshes, through a,roa.s v/liore bla..ck people live. 
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One important point must be made clear. It is,not a case of 
the Labour leaciors consciously being racists or v/anting to bring 
about fascism. But their anxiety to gather votes in General El¬ 
ections leads them on the one hand to give in to racist denmnds 
for anti-blacks immigration laws and on the other hand to mount 
feeble and insincere campaigns against racism so as' to try to pick 
up .the black vote. La.bour, which has been losing support for the 
last • tv;enty-fivo years, need all the votes they can get and' are 
not very fussy about how they get them. 

Also, the Labour leaders do not see their corporatLst meas¬ 
ures as being fascist in tendency. Instead, the circumstances of, 
declining ca.pica..lism, a system v/hich they have tried to preserve, 
have forced them.along the corporatist road. But what matters is 
not v;hat the Labour politicians say they are doing but the object¬ 
ive material consequences of their actions. And what they have 
actually done is to open up the v/ay f or full-blooded fascism. 
Labour’s immigration laivs have had the c’ffect of making racism 
respectable. Their ocoiionic mea.sures have gone a long way tov/ards 
implementing the economic policy of fascism. As a resuD-t, one 
thing is at last becoming increasingly clear to the v;orking class 
- the Labour Party is not our friend but our enemy. It does not 
serve but them , the monopoly capitalist class. Social democ- 
ra<.cy does indeed pave the vj'ay for fascism. 


THE ONLY l/AY FOPAJARD 


The working class in Britain has only one ma.in enemy - the 
monopoly ca.p 2 .ta.list claiss. But the guises in v/hich monopoly cap- 
italism appears are various. Its major political expression in 
BriLta^in .so far ha.s been through the Labour politicians and the ■ 
section of che Tory Party led. by Edv/ard Heath, These "moderates'* 
have tried to control the v/orking class more by deceit, v;ith the 
willing collaboration of the trade union loaders, than by intim¬ 
idation. Their method has been that of democratic corporatism, ' 
They have been quite successful insofar as they have- succeeded in 
reducing v,forking class living standards and have neutra.lizod the 

of these measures have not been sufficient 
of British capitalism. And novj our class 
that it has rjut up v/ith enough. The rev- 


urae.e unions. But all 
to reverse the decline 
is showing clear signs 


olt against the Social Contra.ct is beginning, 

Ii v/ithin the next fe\'; years the working class so intensify 
tneir reoi.stance to the corporate state then the monopoly capit¬ 
alists will turn to outright fascist organisations such as the 
National Front, Big firms \-;ill stop up their financial contrib¬ 
utions to the NF and the courts will interpret the lav/ in v/ays 
that i.avour unrestricted fascist a.ttacks on any v/orking class res 
istance, -The monopoly c^ipitalist class v/ill ditch the democra.tic 
corr/oratiso of the Labour Party and. turn to the dictatorial corp¬ 
oratism of the National Front, 


• There is only^ one viaj forv/ard for the 'working class in Brit¬ 
ain and that is' the revolutionary road. The only final solution 
to our problems is to rise up and overthrov/ the monopoly ca.pital- 
2 .st class and begin the task of constructing a socialist society. 
The alternatives are, at best, passive submission to the Labour 
Party’s stagnating corporatism or, worse, sporadic, half-hearted 
and. uncoord.inatcd revolt that v/ould push the monopoly capita.lists 
into the arms of rampant fascism. 

At the present time there is no Marxist-Iicninist revolution¬ 
ary’' movement in Brita.in, let alone a revolutionary pa.rty. Most 
of che organisa.tions claiming to be revolutionary do not clearly 
and. iorcefu3.1y present the revolutionary alternative to the great 
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mass of our class. Instead the Revisionist CPGB and the various 
Trotskyists opportunistically fawn upon the Lcibour Po.rty, There 
is nothing these people like better than to find themselves sit¬ 
ting on the soj'ie platform as a Labour M.P, iind at General Elect¬ 
ions they say, ’’Vote Labour but for real s’ccialist policies” or 
,but iv'ith no illusions" and suchlike confused' nonsense. Those 
ladies and gentlemen do not seem to notice that they are the ones 
v:ith the illusions; that the v/orking class ha.G been steadily des¬ 
erting the Lo.bcur Party since the early 1950s. No,, when the rev¬ 
olutionary rhetoric is striippcd avray the Revisionists and Trot¬ 
skyists are revealed as nothing more tha.n left social democrats, 
supporters of stat'd nioiiopoly .cajpitalism. 


V { 


The "struggle against fascism can on3-y be won by rapidly dev¬ 
eloping the , stru-gglc for proletarian revolution. Both Lo.bour 
■ Pa.rty _ cGrpor,atism and National Front fascism must be completely 
exposed as the tv/in agents of monopoly capito.lism. Time is grow¬ 
ling short'. There is not a moment to be Lost, The need to btiild 
aprevolutionary movement based upon the just resentments and as- 
piro.tions of ■ the working class in Britain has 'never been grea.ter. 
Brothers and sisters, let us set in motion this great reserve of 
revolutionary energy. As Mao Tse“tung..said: 

"The ma.sses'have a potentially inexhaustible enthusiasm f or soc¬ 
ialism, Those'who can only follow the old routine in a revolut¬ 
ionary jperipd a.re utterly incapable of seeing this Onthusiasn, 
They are blind and all is dark ahead of them," 

• Our task is to help develop and strengthen the rovolutiona.ry side 
of v/orking class consciousness, ¥e can do this by 'follov/ing the 
mass line;-. • • ■ 

"Take the ideas of the masses and concentra.te them, then go to 
the, masses, persevere in the ideas and carry them through,,," 

In this way fascism can be defeated and'socialism emerge triimph- 

ant, V,;- - ' 


Dare to struggle,i , 


Dare to v/inj 
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THE COLLAPSE OF BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY 


Afterrthe war a series of-brilliantiy victorious revolutions occurred in Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, arid latter 
Spain. But it was only in Russia that the proletariat took full power into its hands, expropriated its exploiters, 
and knew how to create and maintain a workers’ state. Everywhere else the proletariat, despite its victory, stopped 
halfway because,’of-the mistakes of its leadership. As a result, power-siipped from its hands, shifted from left to 
right, and fell prey to fascism, in a series of other countries power passed into the hands of a military"dictator¬ 
ship, Nowhere were the parliaments capable of reconciling class contradictions and assuring the peaceful develop¬ 
ment of events. Conflicts were solved arms in hand. 


^ ' J ’ • 

The French .'people for a long time thought that fascism had notliingwhatever to do with them. They had a republic in 
which alT'guestidns were dealt with by the sovereign people through the exercise-of universal suffrage. But oh 
February 6th 1934 several thousand fascists and royalists, armed with revolvers, clubs, and razors,' imposed upon the 
country the reactionary government of Oouaergue, under whose protection the fascist bands continue to grow and arm 
themselves, ISIhat does tomorrow hold? . • i - 


Of course in France, as in certain, other European countries (England, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, the Scandinavian 
countried). There still exist parliaments, elections, democratic liberties, or, their remnants. But in all these 
countries the class struggle is sharpening, just as it did previously .in Italy'and Germany, iilhoever consoles him¬ 
self with the phrase, "France is not Germany," is hopeless. In all countries the same historic laws of capitalist 
decline. If the means of production remain in the hands of a small number of capitalists, there is no way out.for 
society. It is condemned to go from crisis to crisis, from need to misery, from bad to worse. In the various 

' • I • * 

countries the decrepitude and,disintergration of capitalism are expressed in diverse forms and at unequal rhythms. 

But the basic features of the process are the same everywhere-. The bourgeoisie is leading-.its-society to complete 
bankruptcy. It is capable of assuring the people neither bread nor peace. This is precisely why it cannot any 

longer tolerate the democratic order. It is forced ■to.;gmash the workers by the use of physical violence. The 
discontent of the workers,and peasants, however, cannot be brought to an end by the police alone. Moreover, it is 

often impossible to make the arny march against the people. It begins by disintegrating and ends with the passage 
of a large section of the soldiers over to the people’s side. That is why finance capital is obliged to create 
special armed bands, trained to fight the workers just as certain breeds- of dog are trained to hunt game. The 
historic function of fascism is to smash the working class, destroy its organizations, and stifle political liberties 
when the capitalists find themselves unable to,govern and dominate with the help of democratic machinery. 


The fascists find their human material mainly in the petty bourgeoisie. The latter has been entirely ruined by 
big capital. There.is no way out for it in the present social-order but it knows of no other. Its dissatisfaction 
indignation and despair are diverted by thefascists-away from big capital and against the workers, ■ It may be said 
that fascism is the act of placing the petty bourgeoisie at the disposal of-its most bitter enemies, ' In this waV 
big capitaf ruins the middle calsses and then,’with the help of hired fascist demagogues, incites the despairing 
petty bourgeois against the worker. The bourgeois regime can be preserved only by such murderous means as these. 

For how long? Until it is overthrown by the proletarian revolution, 




i 
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FASCISM - WHAT IS IT? 


j V • . ‘ 


What is^fascism? The name originated in Italy. Were. aU. the forms of count.er- 
, r.e.volutionary dictatorship fascist or hot‘(that is to say^, prior to the advent 
■■iO'f-‘fascism:'ih Italy)? • ' ‘ - i-- ' ‘ • - ; • '■ 




Th-e iformerydictatorship^ in Spain of Primo de'Revera,- 19^3-30, is called a fascist 
'dictatorship.'ty the 'Cominterni Is this correct or not? '4-u„4. j-i j-e 


1ncorre ct. 


¥e believe ' that it .is 


« * • 


The fascist movement in Itaty was a spontaneous movement of large masses, with 
new leaders from the rank and file. It is a plebean movement in origin, 
directed and'.financed : by big capitalist'-powers.'It issued forth from'the " ' ' 
petty bourg'3Disi'3','rthe' s.lum .proletariat, and' -even to a certain extent from ' ■ ^" 

itbp proletarian :mass3s; .Mussolini', a former ' socialist, is a " self-made ' man " ‘ 

;.arising from,.this movement. •• . •. .. •' ■ .J", :• '■.. 

» * » • . * 

» ^ * ** ’ * • 

I ' *. • • . i ’ I ' ,• 

Primo de Rivera was an aristocrat. He occupied a high military and bureau¬ 
cratic post and was chief governor of Catalonia. He accomplished his over- 
. throw with.the.-aid .of stats and.railitkry'''forces,. The'dictatorships of'Spain' ' 
and;'Italy ■ are , top. tot ally..'different; f orms ' of dictatorship.' ''it 'is necessary to'' 
;distingui.sh between them.' '' Mussolini--had difficulty in reconciling many ' old ' 
military . institutions, with, the f;ascdst..militia. • ' This problem'-did not exiS't • ' 

., for _ Primo. de Riyera. ' . •; ■ ■ ■ ■■ ' , '' , . 

, * *•«'. *1 * ** ‘ \ ** .•4** 

.. *».* « ««•. 

The movement in Germary is analogous .mo-stiy to,the: Italian. .. It.iS' a 'mass :' 

movement, with . its leaders; employing,a great deal of socialist demagogy.'.. 

This,:..is necessary-, for; the creation of the: mass movement;. . ; ; .. 

> • ■ • ...... . _ . 

. . . r 1 . . . . . • ■ • • ; , ....... ... 

• • • • . • : . . ■ . ; ; 

The. G..enuine ^basis .(for :fascism)'is the petty..bourgeoisie. In Italy it has - ; '■■ 

a very large base - the petty bourgeoisie of the towns ■ and 'cities, and''the 

peasantryIn Germ.ary., likewise, there is a large base for fascism.''. .. , 

• • ... ^ , ».,•••; *• , 

• •. ' c . • ; ■ . • „ . • . • • • . . ■ ' . . f . . 

It'may he said, . and , this ., is true to a- certain' extent^, that the'new ' middle ' •' ' • ;. 

class,, the .functionaries-':of the''state, ithe private administrators';, -'etc,^ ■ ' 

can constitute such a base. But this is an new question that must be 
analyzed. 

J * ' ■ • - , * * • , . ,1 • I i . ’ . * • . * ^ * . . • • . • 4 

■In order to bp, capable of foreseeing anything with regard to fascism-, ' it- : : .. :. 

is necessary .to have, aidifinitlon of that idea. I'Jhar is.Is fascism? ""What'- ’ ^ 
•ar e ;its baS'C? its formj and-its characteristics? ; How will its develo'pment -' ■ - 
take place? . , irlt .is-'necessary :to-proceed in a scientific and ' Marxian'Manner ■ 


'j ■ ■ . 
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Leon Trotsky 







SOME THOUGHTS ON THE FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM.. ' 

* ' . I " 

1* Fascism,is a phenomenon analysed first from the experience of develppments im 
in Italy and Germany in the 20*s an^ 30’s# Therefore we must recognise both 
the problems and advantages of historical comparison*. ■ ' " 

2* Coanmon features of fascism in its ’classic’' form are: 

■ a* A situation of social/economic/ppliticaT crisis* ' ■- 

A failure of working class revolutionary striiggle. ^ ' 

■ c* A failure of reformism to squash or divert the workers struggles* 

d. The organisation of.a mass movement of the-petit-bourgeoisie (and ■ 

sections of the working class) based on a general reaction to the-crisis jin both 

vague anti-capitalist slogans and tied to nationalist, racist, sexist etc* 

ideology of bourgeois society* And such a movement fights both.International 

Finance (Jews) and International .Communism; and aims to . physically smash the 

organisations of the working class* 

* 

e. The seizure of pewer- state power by this movement means the 

temporary loss of control by the bourgeoisie directly in controlling the state 
power, though sections of the ruling, class back the fas-cists-*-*^-, i and this 
situation implies an extreme crisis indeed for any section of the ruling class 
to choose this option* , ■ 

f* The fascist state sets out to smash the organisation of the working 

class (-net—4 (notmerely integrate them)-since .this is always, the reality • . 

) "*“*"*""* ^ • 

, and impose corporatist unions, etc* . , . . 

** * . » . • . 

' i.. 

3'* Situations like Spain, - Portugal, Hungary in the 30’s must be seen , as . 
variations from this 'classical'pattern* 

4* The situation in Britain and Western Europe today fulfills the first r 

criterion. but'not', as yet, the rest* 

* * * ■ 

5» At the moment the-ruling class does not use the fascist'solution', but a 
two-sided strategy of confrontation and integration* • 

Integration*through the social democratic parties and trade union leaders, 
with the Social Contract,-Equal Pay Act, or Race Relations Act* 
Confrontatiom/repression*,..*Immigration Acts,- Shrewsbury Pickets, Conspiracy 
laws, Agee/ Hosenball, Special Patrol Group* 


6 * No major section of the ruling class sees the fascists as a "serious option 
as yet,.* though there is a significant turn to the right (the edges of 
bourgeois d.emocracy) with' the pushing of NAFF etc* 


7* The role of the fascists today (NF,NP) is in several forms: 

a* Repression/confrontation,., in xx certain areas the police are 
restricted, politically, in the use of force;, here the fascists- can play.a,., 
role (from individual terror,*• the Guerrillas of Christ the King in Spain 
or AAA in Argentina) to attacking trade unionists, minoriti.es . (.Ordre Nouveau 
of NF )* , ' ' ■ 

b* Ideological Role,*, structuring the racism, sexism, etc*,..in the 
working class/petit bourgeois embedded in an unstructured way due to the 
conditioning and structure of capitalist society, and failure of-the reformist 
organisations to really challenge this. .r-;. 


,• . » • • • I 

r\ * ’ * - ... j- i - 

8 * The National Front can be called fascist because of: 

a* Its dynamic is outside the central organisation of bourgeois ; 

parliamentary democracy (even in their use of the electoral.machine), 

, *• , * .*•. 

b. Their aim is to build a mass movement- not an electoral machine. ;- 

c. Their ideology is ■ traditionally fascist- .not, merely in the histor¬ 

ical links that their ledders have with fascist organisations of the -past, but 
also also in the applications of the lessons of Main Kampf etc*... the link of 
anti-rfSLnance capital and anti-communism with the dominant -theme, of ultra- 
nationalism and racialism*,,,,. Also,seems,i®.,.Also seen in the orientation 
in the Trades Unions... towards superficially--anti-capitalist" demands of workers 
control, for shop stewards commi.ttees etc. - - l ' : 


9* Here we "must stress the difference from Powell-,who holds to the arena 
of . bourgeois democracy. 4 ,, while using the political muscle of mass agitation 
around racism. 










10*. The implications for Britain, are ; ' J, ••• 't .!. . ; _ _ 

a* the NF*s orientation to mass work especially affecrs its serious 
work. in. the tj'ades. unipnS',-. cQmraunitj^-g'rohps (due\ to "the'" class structure of" ■ 
Britain) ■!' -f.- ;■ ■ .■ .a* ’■'a',; .-if '' ■ 

bo Its orientation tgwards ’mass.’, work through-the ■reactionary move¬ 
ments of Festival of Li^ht. SPUC, anti-IRA, etc 

c. The espscial importance 6 f..:the.Cdanger of the'failuhe-of "reformism' 

.. • • •• 

to give a clear alte.rn^tive-to.rthe tideqlogy ■. of othe ruling''class' over national' 
ism, racism, sexism, ,, t »•* : ■ ."t ; - 
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11 « Also''as-a-physicaT, threat- direct nov; against ■ minorities-- 
in-LeedjSj against blacks more .widely )<>’..o =, and •■'in the • future- cafi be seeii in the'-'"' 
role of -the Pert’aguese r fascists iaround (tiombings, the-ipolldy of- ■ tension),-'"or 
possihlyf, in the.jintegration of the .fascists - into .state r.'epressive.''''ergaris 

(as in .the-British f^scis.ti ..moving : into the:.-Organisatidn' for'the. Maipt’aihance 
of Supplies in 1926 in Britain)» ’ BdeIiroxI<jmr;r eiif v0.r- 

ajjoxa 9 .a., six.aio.olle yllexosaao-; iaqw , aaem . oi .no.ide^noxacv.-ajih--, erfT .p 
eanioxr.aia.'BW-Ior ftrfih.oi., epb). ■j-aaQxipaxnegao. ,yixenmraoo.;^xnox.np .aehcal erii -nx-.. .iaow, 
' ___-__ .rllh 
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IMMIGRATION + IMMIGRATION CONTROLS« 
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*i*<f 


• i 


r 


’ .!.■ ■ .S. 


r-r 

•t. i ^ 


^ — XT- j p. 

Immigration, a&t an European wide- pheh'omenpn, has ..-been de-termine'd;.by the.,. 
economic needh' -of the''bapita.iist’hcbnomies- reqiiiring labour during the 
economic boom of the 1950 's and early. 60 's, and requiring both less-labour and- 
greater control of migrant labour'during" the re'cessiqn. since, the . late., D 0 's. -i ,.. . 


Immigrants have come to,, work in industries which the, indigenous . .workers..were 
leaving because' of ' bad" cbnditd.onsor'-low''pay '(Health, transportfoundries). 

or to booming indus.tries'(c.ais)» . . . ' ' 

"The existence; of this immigration, gives^ our economy; greater flexibility 
since the ' immigrants ' are ’ Srb'ry mobile , are.'willing tq.\ switch., factories... and • ... . -i- 
regions, and if it becomes necbssary^■to;'become compensated, unemployed" -. .i 
: •■'. '(’Usinb'Ncuvelle’ - a French' employers ..magazine) 


r 


s * 


■ 9 . ^ 


* • • 


"Thank's to ■ foreign' workersreal ' wages " 'are maintained at a lower ,- rate than 
they -would have been without 'Ghera" 

(’Journal des.Associations PatronaleS:Suisses’ 1963). av- 


-i. V* 


.4 




* • * 


As these employers papers point out/ immigrant ' labour, if unorganised,, can: te. ., . 
used to keep dov/n wages; it does'not require spending on education, pensions, etc 
since most immigrants are young v/orkers; and they are . mope , flexible (not r by ^ - 

choice)o • . J ... -. . ; ' 




.. - ■ . . .-.I- : -ap.-.ax':4xaH ■■aol :;a'fpxdxo.xIqmx edT-;jQ.r-f 

The normal.’mechanisms to'^coptril, this.' sivuatiqn are-seen,,in-rthe i rContract ' ; -. .r 

system in , France,.,and^.Germanywhere+workor,s from ..Southern^Eur-epe..or..North, 

Africa-enter the ■ country on a ■‘■one year (or less( contract, to a specific £ 300 *:" ■•;j;-y.; 
The employer must re-sign the contract or the worker is deported. It means the 
migrant worker will be deported if he Or--s-hr ■aqin-s--a po.litical organisation ■ , . 

or trades union;- or protests ' in''any 'u/ay against ‘ bad conditions, . speed'-up, .- 

wage cuts, etc* ( 1 ,000’s vlrerc deported from France who joined their .fellow 
workers in the I 968 strikes) V/orkers are also kept in ’hostels’ sealed off 

from the indigenous v/orkers, 'ho increase isolation .and control. . 

■ ...Lc. • ■ : ■' ' * 

. • . ••• ' • • . J- ' ■ ' ■ * J 

In Britain the existence of the Cornmoriwealth, and broader citizenship has . ; . 

confused matters 'ftr the- ruling class. Since the early ,1960’a though, we 
can see ^a range- of attempts to d'ra.w immigration .law closer to.' the pattern,of 
the FRench -5?or German cbntre/ct system 

The 1971 .•Immigration A.ct 'ended' the. right of Immigrants to settle with their r 
famil;^, nov/- they ’can only enter-fOr a fixed period, for a fixed jpb, and . ■ • ., 

p* • .* * 't ' • ■* ♦ * ■ r • r * • * I * * * *• ■ i ' * * • 

have no right" to bring in dependants'.' ' ‘1 ' " ., .... ; - . 


( ' 


■X • . r <> • « * 


i, • • k * • 


Ufider ther .1962 Immigra-tiqnyVct deportation .of ■.C'ommonvi/ealth'vci.tizens-'was intro- 
duced (if an immigrant broke a condition .under v.^hich entry'was allowed) ? ' 

Under the 1971 Act the ground for deportation was if the Home SEcratary 
"deems his .deportqtioq a.qnduciye -to the public •good"t. .-' 
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Tt la ttlao fBope difficult to o’otciin citizenship* Bafoipc a Oommanwoalth altlasn who 

who was resident in this country for five years or more was entitled to become a 
British citizen* Under the '7^ Act he must 'prove he is of"good character" and has 
"sufficient knowledge of english"* The Home Secretary can also arbitrarily refuse 
applications* 

There are further 'controls' on immigrants, in the fostering of racism at various 
levels;^ -1, through direct racist violence (fascist attacks, etc) 

2* through racist demagogues (Powell) 

3 . through the racism in trades unions etc to the failure of the labour 
movement to oppose racism at all levels 

4. through 'institutional* racism..from police violence to built in 
discrimination in education in education, housing, etc* 

These all help to demoralise and isolate a whole section of the working class. 

Our opposition to all immigration controls must be to oppose the creation of a 
layer of workers isolated and super-exploited, and to oppose the racist assumptions 
built into these laws that it is to some extent or other the existence of immigration 
that causes problems such as unemployment, housing waiting lists, or whatever, 
and not the real causes of the contradictions of a capitalist economy, built on 
profit and not people's need®* 


*5(cjfe5(c5fe:t:5tt3*c*aJc5»j5|<:4f3t:5f:aJc5f:jjc5tc5|c^:4c*5|c**5tt:tej|cs(c5*c 


AN OUTLINE OF IMMIGRATION LEGISKvTION. 

1905 ALIENS ACT - the first modern major restriction on immigration* It was 
introduced following a wave of hysteria directed against the 'hordes' of East 
European Jews who entered the country as'refugees'. 

1914 ALIENS RESTRICTION ACT- introduced against 'enemy' nationals in Britain. 

1919 ALIENS RESTRICTION (AMENDIIENT) ACT - continued the right to deport 'undes- 
irable-’- aliens after the war. (Applied in recent legislation, such as the Pakistan 
Act). 

1925 SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS ( COLOURED ASIAN SE/lMEN) ORDER— further restricted 
employm.ent in the shipping industry. (Further restricted :1935 fatish Shipping 
(Assistance) Act. 

I ^ 

: 

1920 ALIEN ORDER ACT. - introduced after rioting in seaports against coloured 
seamen; restricting the right of coloured seamen to get jobs on British vessels. 

1948 BRITISH NATIONALITIES ACT. ■ 

XXxm}^™ 0 MMMETHXXMXSMMmXXET 

19^2 COMMONWEALTH IMMIGRANTS ACT. - The main provision; was to limit . the entry of 
commonwealth workers to those holding one of the three types of ejiployment 
voucheir:- 

■ / * 

Category ' A'- Commomvealth citizens with specific ■ fobs,, to-come to in the UK 
Category 'B'- Persons with recognised skills or qualifications in short, 
supply in U.K, 

Category 'C*- All other persons: priority given to those who served in 
H.M. Government forces in the war, and then 'first come come, first served'* 

1985 Vi/HITE PAPER * IMMIGRATION FROM THE COMMONWEALTH * —abolished vouchers of 

category .*C',..cUt the numbers of categories 'A* & 'B*. Stricter tests of 
eligibility for the entry,of children I6-I8, introduced. 

Home Secretary given powers to deport at his discretion, without a court 
ruling, any immigrant;, of less than 5 years standing, who he considers had flouted the 
immigration regulations. 

1968 COMMONIVEALTH IMMIGRATION ACT., (in response to the racist agitation around 
the entry of Kenyan Asians)Removed the right of entry of British Passport 

holders unless they had a 'substantial connection* with the U.K. (i.e. at 













































;/• . 'Least one grandparent born here ( the introduction of a "racial 

distinction in citizenship"). 

1969 -IMMIGRATION A PPIli LS A CT introduced to set up appeals procedures for 

intending immigrants v/ho are refused entry to the U,.K. But it contained 
a clause making it obligatory for intending immigrants to obtain entry ¥i8as- 

... i:v' certificates frok the British Authorities in their own countries..,.. 

.y where no appeals machinery-was provided. Thus a substantial number of 
appeals were ’effectivelj* denied a hearing, 

1969 THE HOME SECRAETARY ruled that -. Commonwealth citizens ensa^ed to women 

nwmi^y~riiMrw~i mtm ~ 1 m n w mnm m n ma mi ... ^ 1 p— i — ■■ m —pi m— 

living in the U.K. could not enter to ■marry and settle. The woman must leave the 
country and live with her husband. 

(June 197 ^“ this bean was lifted) 

1971 :■ irMlGR.^TION . ,CT 

• >:' all cont.roj.s of immigration of Commonwaelth citizens who have 
at least ■ one British-'born grandparent (Patrials) 

. 2.'-No others have the right to enter the U KV (non-Patrials), they need 

permission to enter and- need a work permit for a specific job with a specific 
employer, Admrltted for onis year arid permission may be reneweii for three 
more years at the Home Secretary’s permission. 

■; 3 , . Dependents have no right toehter but may be admitted for the duration 

■ • ■ of.:the work permit only. 

4Commonwealth immigrants subject to control have to register with the 
. ’Department of Emplojanent<, 

.5» The power of deportation extended and 'deportable’ offences made 
^^retrospective.One-time illegal, immigrants, no longer subject to deport¬ 
ation, may be deported. : . 





71 - Police set up Iramigratibh.:Intelligence Unit) 


1972 EUROPEAN COMMUNIT IES ACT - -r.:'extended , to the UK the EEC's 'liberal' prov¬ 
isions for ensuring the free movement e'-f, people within the community. Modific¬ 
ation of two of the cardinal principles underlying the 197^1 Act was nec¬ 
essary to comply with EEC law;- 1) All non-patrials should for immigration 
purposes be treated alike; irrespective of natiohalit y* ’2) that the 
admission of workers and the conditions attntched to their leave "tb'''remain 
should be closely related to current labour demands^ ' ■ -.A' 


Vr, 


1973 


.X 


Pakistan Act ■ :. - .Follov/ing the exit of P^istan from the- Commonwealth, 

Pakistanis resident in the U.K. given the opportmnity , of taking British 

* ’ * * • • •».*•. * • 

citizenship or being subject to the restrictions of non-Commonwealth 


citizens 


1973 


1973 


• 99*0 


LORD S RULING ON THE IMMIGRATION ACT,- made retrospective the ’197'! .act 
rulings on illegal immigrants- until April 1974 

' ’ • * ' ... . , 

PREVENTION OF TERRORISM XigTYX (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS )- important bearing in 
relation to deport ation, powers of pbliceto hbld, etci. - 

NEV/ NATIONALITY AC T - floated by Labour-Government, to reshape the- • 1948 
Nationality Act, to enable the SxxHXKKisiitoc -removal of Commonwealth cit¬ 
izenship and the reduction of those affected to the same level as 'contract' 
workers in the EEC. 
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Powell is the -oae politiciast In Brit^iii^who ^ 
amplifiers -aod-'an- a3?m;^ -of. shorthand-;writers^to s^d 

record his cries .from-the .'wlldomtss of .poxXvxea,.i isolation* 

'Time aad aRain he retamei .to the thaa® of ifflmisratxon^ as^l ^ 
•the ^heme of the'poXitleal threat posed the fixistenc^ 

no! iticiaas of Britain, on whom i^he i^s^ons ox Hl*i 

and the political .potehtial of the uprising black workers 

is not lost. ■ ■" 


Ti)@t®n to the mans **The coloured population of oyer two 
mulioii !.! wl^ .pre<ip^na.tel7 ooaoent«it^ 
areas of the metropolis-' and otaer ^ey iirbau an^ ^Mustrial 

of Britain does possess a power which woul^t^not 

accrue to a asre raudosa sample of two dStlnS^ 

■located hut hot perceiwl .or--per carding. as .dxstinct 

'from the rest.*--- 

Saoch has not always simg this hymn to 

k& a Minister in the pre«Laboiir government o.t ^)b aixx bOa> 

Powell's Hinistry of Healthy-was 

importiEg and aaiataiaing oiaoks from -he We^ l^.i.ea, ^om 

whei thfl^^’aUon Bill, which limited and controlled 
movement of workers .from ex-coloniai. i'lon^in 

ha md® his ‘rivers of blood* speech, attempt-.jng tap* 
in the mss of the working cla.ss 5 those alsmentgi of opinion ^ 
and support which would a.tt©.ok blackypeopl@| our-^pro8®nc« ana 
our rights in this oount.ry.j^. in a nationalist revivaxa^ 









Today, Pouell is not a dreaming nightmare. He is not conjuring from a 
fevered imagination the blood that may stain t-he green grass of England s 

pleasant land. He---i-s-: de^ :as..aQ.e.memy. 4 Bsci^ibes ,,_the st^^^ a 

section of the uorking class uhich has proved its ability and intention 
to turn this potential into a visible and viable political pouer. 

Listen again "I have been describing forces which invest the new Common- 
uealth immigrant- and-immigrant-descended papulation in England with .the 
sort of power which cannot, in the nature of things, remain enexerted. The 
conseguencBS of the New Commonwealth immigration are not staoic, they are 
dynamic.-... bthe picture is ■ not that of a province or cjrner, of the country 


occupied by a-'distinct and growing population, 
It is of the occupation, more and more intense 
be added, of key functions - in the heartlands 


that would be perilous.enough 
of key areas' "'and, it may 
of the Hingdom." 


The 

in 


Powell makes it' clear, ‘ to critics and- admirers alike, that he. acknowledges 
this ■ power'of black pepple with extreme reluctance. .-The antidote' for.-him is 
the force of white nationalism that exists in the working class. There are 
two alternatives he proposes, to this drive of black working class power: 
'the, state must take a stand and not 'be driven to affording the black pop¬ 
ulation and c.oncessions, real or It must make no acknowledgement of 

'concessions through fear. The frustrations of the wnite working class must 
be turned into a movement to stop the blacks. 

Harping on the second and final solution, Powell predicts 'civil war' 
whites must not join us in our assault on che police in IMotting .11, 
our demand for an extension of the social wage, in the Suruggle around 
housing, in our refusal to do shit iwurk. in ou j apposition bo.the social 
.contract in iddustrial employment. They must fight us. They must not stand 
.'■'by bemused.or confused by ■ the■ battle between blocks and the state. They 
jnust-. unite behind the slogan to chuck us out of the country so as to prom¬ 
ote the conditions for civil'war and heavy state . intervention. 

Apart from this call to. civil war, Powell has-: nothing to offer the white 
masses whom he addresses through his loudspeaker of the British press. His 
economic poMcy of the. nineteenth'century free- market cuts u'lo icB.^As'an 
!Trish McP. (he represents■ the Protestants of -^outh Down at lilestminister) 
he has failed to' represent’the anti-British sentimentc of the Irish Prot¬ 
estants 'd.hc wont to break away from direct Bricssh rule. He is the most 
popular leper in Conservative politics, flirting through his black speeches 
with fringe groups .like the IMational Front, whc draw power from his sen'ti- 
,'ments, and votes "from his endorsements of their programmes of repatriation. 

Powell, has been the' most famous loser in the ■ Conservative Party, refusing to 
'serve under Heath, 'being denounced now by the newcomers in Conservative pol- 
;itics such as' Winston Chur'drhill Bnr . who have accepted the-infl uen ce of the 
black vote in their constituencies and are seeking to organise it under Con¬ 
servative Asian and West■Ind'an leadership. 


What's to be done, about Powell? l/arious organisations within the race rela¬ 
tions industry. have called for his prosecutioh under the Race'-Relations Act. 

A' Labour MP.has construed his wrds as provocation likely to a-breach of the 
peace. The editorials in' the press, following his speech-, concluded that 
Powell had put himself beyond the pale of respectable politics and debate 
by seeking to stimulate antagonisms between blacks and whites. 

And-yet, prosecutions under any Act will net stop Powell. Neither^will denun¬ 
ciations of his logic in the Guardian or criticisms of his views in the^Spec¬ 
tator. Here is a man whose political power nn d -ruture depends on the white 
working class reaction tc his call tc arms, against the black papulation. 

He has described the potential of the black movement in terms which no pol- 
ititian has dared to use. The defeat of Pobiell me-t-ns the defeat of the na- 
tiolism that is still part of the exploitable cultural consciosness of sec¬ 
tions of the white working class. That defeat cannot be brought about by any 
'ideological' effort, by any 'raising of consciousness' through leaflets and 
resolutions. It can only be brought about when white workers recognise, as a 
contribution to thier own struggles, the power, the method, the very mood of 
blacks who make a move on the streets of IMnttinghill, in the Asian ghettoes 

of London, on the shop floors of factories, in the industrial centres of Babylon 

RQnr TonQv rni i FrTT\/F. 








MR. ENOCH. PgJSLL M.P. - ON LOVING 0^23 NgIGHBOUR 


In a Sunday^ ’’Anno doraini Interview" the well known Christian Mr. Snoch Powell 
gave his views on loving one's neighbour. The interview from which we print a 
short extract below Was printed .in *The Listener February 10th 1977. . . • •. 


. ...would it not bo true to say that one of' the assumptions it might well 
be worth;making in, our society is.the assumption that our fellow citizens, of 

a different colour, for example, have an erqual right, with us, to be here? .• 

* ’ • • » • * 

But that was a legal assumption that you made, you introduced the expression 
’right to be here’. A right to be here for a-person, not a citizen of the, 
United Kingdom, and Colonies, ty birth, is something which is . created by law.. : 
iand can' be. destroyed by lawi , _ 

• ♦*..** * * '»* 
relationship towards a Frenchman’because ’he is as I am’ ..will be. the same as 
my relationship, towards an Englishman because ’he is as I. am’. , .but our juridical 
position is different; and: if you ask me-’has a Frenchman .the right tp; .the. fran¬ 
chise in a general election in England’? Then I shall say.s ’Hold, oh'a 'minute 

.I’ve got to look up the statute’. 

* * • « ■ . ' ^ % 

• • • . * \ \ 

. ■ • • 

Let us suppose that ny assumptions about a fellow human being lead me to the 
conclusion, that he has no desire to be part of the society in which he tern- ■ 

.porarily finds himself, and that, even if he had, such is human nature.that, 
in given circumstances, his presence here, through-no desires of his. own, will 
contribute to conflict. Now, that, could be derived from - an entirely respectful 
and an entirely candid attempt ;to value and to understand' another human' being. 
Indeed, very' often ! find nyself in a tube train, - sitting opposite to people 
who manifestly come from the Far Sast and saying, to nyself: ’Now, there .must be 

5a. framework in which that man sees himself and his life and his future and' his 
children, a framework in which .he s.ees good and evil . . . .. How remotely in-' 
accessible that is .to me, how remotely, inaccessIble mine must be to 'him’. .' In 
a sense, here it is the realisation ,of mutual incomprehension which‘is part of 

loving one’s neighbour aS enes’s.self. . . 


"A right to be here for a person not a- citizen, of the United ICLngdom and Colonies 
by birth", is something which is created by law and can be destroyed by law. " 

; This is .of course what Powell did .in Practice.., When Tory Health Minister he 
resolutely defended the right of people to work in the. ’mother country’. Now 
these same people wanted not so long ago as super-exploitable labour power have 
become ’’surplus" to the capitalist econony, Mr. Povjell therefore,'believes'"their 
right to live .in Britain "can be destroyed "by law". . As "no doubt it could 
without effective opposition from'the working class who’do not share Powell’s 
fetish for bourgeois laws enacted in the in'terosts of . the capitalist class. 

It; is clear Powell sees no contradiction in the bourgeois, idiology of. Chris¬ 
tianity, and the philosophy of using "fellow human beings" and then discarding 

them like a crushed egg shall. Neither should ha -.there is more. .He merely 
updates the Christian doctrine which designated, black slaves as ’’sub-human". 
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Further on Powell*s "assumptions" lead him to certain conclusions, about his 
fellow human'being. ^ "In given circumstances, his presence herg-•through-no 
desire of his own, will contribute to conflict". Presumably the "given 
circumstances is . iiinbch Powells polite euphenism for the present economic 
recession. 


Powell is.correct when he says it is no desire of his follow human. beiiE 
(Powells euphemsm for black worker) to contribute to conflict. The 
desire fo (racial) corx^Iict lies entirely with disgusting, racialist dem¬ 
agogues such^as Powell. By this inflammatory speeches he attempts to 
incite reactionary racial prejudices inherent in the working class. 

Racial prejudices inbuilt into the class by bourgeois society itself. 

By using black wo'rkers; as a convenient scapegoat Powell attempts to 
divert workers attention from the economic failings of capitalism. ^ihe 

fact that ho has been at least partly successful in the past is a warning 
that must be taken seriously by the revolutionary le^.t. 

»** 

PoweH goes^ on to...talk about his fellow human being from the Far'East Who ‘ . 
he surveys in the tube. This person in Powells vies must have a "frame¬ 
work". in which^he sees "himself",’"'his life, his future, and his childrens". 
Powell finds this persons "framework" remotely inaccessible as the person, 
must do his. Leaving aside what Enoch Powell M.P.was doing slumming it 
in a tube train, ho doubt ha would find any workers lifestyle "remotely ■. 
inaccessible". Incapable of understanding class differences.. .:By doing 
this Powell'hopes to make important sections of the working class become 
tied to the bourgeoisie, rather than identifying and percieveing their ■ 
own class position, which is fundamentally and absolutely opposed: .to the 
interests of capitalism. It must be the policy.of the revolutionary ■■ 
left that he will not 'be allowed to succeed. 

... Ted. r , ; 


CONCERNING POV^ELL 


Aryone interested in Powell can read Paul Foots book "The Rise of Enoch 
Powell". .;. A shorteih .critique of Powell is presented in the excellent 
"Workers Fight" - Phoenix Pamphlet -No. 3. ' "Racialism and the Working 

Glass". As well as an open letter to Powell it contains an article of 
the same name by Joe Wright an extract of which we print below. . . . 


• • • RACIALISM AID THE WORKING CLASS 

IT*S NO USE ARGUING WITH a hard-core racialist. Mere words ape of no 

use. , .They are sick people who need to focus'their hate on another group 
of people. 


Let*s look, though at some of the common, reasonable—seeming arguments of 
mary white workers. The Bosses* newspapers plug these ideas and arguments 
about the social services, the ’overcrowding* island’ etc. - with one thing 
in mind: to divide the working class against itself, to drive in the ruling 
class wedge of racialism. 

They are arguments that must be taken up every day. How must militants 
answer them ' cent. . . . 












WHI ORATION AT ALL? WHY NOT SViSRYONii: TO HIS OWN COUNTRY? . . 

cl . • ‘ ^ ' 

Well, ’’evoi^one to his own country" has hardly been- part of the",British phil- ■ 
osophy. Ih Rhodesia, for example,•the British immigrants, unlike'the harrassed 
and. exploited immigrant population; of this country, 'form'a minority wMch ex- 
ploits and dominates the rest of the population. 

The movement of workers from the poorer countries to the richer countries...is an 
essential part of/capitalism. Intorgral to capitalism is the:existence of : 

‘free labour,*' - workers moving from the countryside and’ small towns into■ the ' 

big city employment .centres*'•/■•, -• 'v .c:.' 

. * .. • . * ***..'* • • ••■ . 

As capitalism became a world wid,e system, so did. ‘free. labour ‘, .and . today there 

is hardly a capitalist country in'.the world which does not ..have an immigraiit 
population. /' 


.Y 


But the big increase in post war immigration came as the deliberate result of 
government policy. There was a labour shortage in mary basic industiss after 
the war and 'this- bec^e acute, in the early fifties. The. .government mounted •• 

lavish recruitment campaigns-in Africa, • India, 'Pakistan and the'West Indies. 

* *•**»• *' ► .. * * 
«• * * •* .*-*••• 

Indeed,/s’uch. people as Duncan Sandys, who now call' for repatriation toured 
Uganda and Kenya, . appealing to. the African Asians that they^ should fake'. 
British passports and. come to.-Britain.'- ..Potential immigrants were promised 
a fuller life in the British .‘motherland’ and mary took up the offer. 


•-•i' 


HAS’NT IMM'GRATION GAUS.iD'UN/iMPLOYMSJIT- ■ 

In 1966 the average monthly unemplOjrment figure was-360,000; by 1970 the ; 
average had risen to 603,000 and as we well know by the end of 1971 it was 
running near the million mark. 

What had happened to immigration during that period? The answer is that 

taking into account ALL immigration 415,000 more people had loft the country,;.: 

than had entered. How is it possible to say that immigration causes" -- 

unemployment? . ... , 

THAT MAY B.S,; SO, BUT THd'-FACT STILL RSIiAINS' THAT THSEIS. ARS 1 MrLIlON .BLAGK 
PEOPLS IN THIS-COUNTRY A^JD NEAR'ENOUGH l'MLLION UNEI-IPLOYED HOw 'DO YOU " - 

EXPLAIN THAT? - ■ ■ '' . - ' , 

But you migh;b as well say that there are orie million people with ginger hair, 

and freckles, and that it‘s they who are causing unemplojrment. 

» • 

In the 1930 ’s there were,,3..,.mil lion unemployed •- who would you say was res¬ 
ponsible then? -.; 




4 .... * J . ' . * ^ 

Unemployment is part and parcel of caoitalism;' with ev-ery slump in the economy,' 
unemployment rockets. It is sheer lunacy to think that unemployment can be 
solved by a campaign against black people, since this would disrupt the working 
class unity which is essential to'fighting, unemploymienf. . 'We must demand'-the 
right to work as a right for the whole working, class and .in, PARTICULAR ./for" 
black workers who'are,' more often than not, the first to be made rodund^ti f 


GONT . 
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WHAT ABOUT SOCIAL SERVIGLS? 
OUR SOCIAL SERVICES? 


VE»RE 


TOLD 


THAT BLACK PEOPLE ARE A STRAIN ON 


Why do you talk about *our’ social services? It's not 'ours' - we don't 
control it do we? 

But the working class as a whole P/ZS for social security. And black workers 
pay MORE for social security, because they often come to this country already 
trained, because they come when they are young and thus a higher percentage 
are employed (and there are, for a whole period, very few pensioners). 

Bearing in mind the.higher proportion paying contributions (and creating 
wealth generally) look at the figures for what's spent: 

Average for total pop; £62*4 

Average for immigrants , 48.7 

(Figures, for 1966, from Colour & Immigration in the U.K. Institute of Race 

Relations, 1969) 

Thus black immigrants, proportionately, pay more AND take loss from social 
security than whites. If there were no immigrants, the social services 
would be WORSE. 


These figures amount, to a scandalous cheating of the immigrant population. 

All workers are cheated by the state. Of-the wealth which the working class 
Created (bosses and machines by themselves, produce nothing) and is taken by 
the state, only a part comes, back through social services. A whole lot more 
is actually spent on purposes directed against the working class, like the 
police and the arny. 

But these figures show without a doubt that black workers are especially 
cheated. . 

WE'Ri] ALSO TOLD THAT BLACK PEOPLE CAUSE THE HOUSING PROBLEM 

How mary black building workers have you seen? Quite a' few? And how maiy 
black property speculators are there? Probably not one. Who caused the 
rise in prices? The building workers or the speculators and land owners? 
and how many of those black workers that you see building modern houses are 
going to live in them? Not veiy mary. 

Most ]plack people are forced by low wages and discrimination to live in the 
old slum areas of the city centres. Again, they ,are the worst hit victims 

of the housing crisis. 

» 

The sort of logic which bl,am3s black people for bad housing and umemployment 
also blames the working class for rising prices. Most trade unionists know 
full well how to answer that argumekt. They would vigorousty reply that it 
is the government and the borons of capitalism who cause rising prices. 


Isn't the answer to the racialist lie that black people cause unemployment 
and bad housing EXACTIZ TEC SAMS? Joe Wright . 




Rirhnrd Brame 
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/; THE'iEffT AND THE NATIOiA.L FRONT ' ' 

‘ ♦ 

. "Only'one "thing coului have stopjj^'T .our movement - if our adversaries had under- 
stood its principle and from .the first day had smashed with the utmost brutality 
the-nucleus- of our new raovement'v” . - Hitler' ' 

*I**4*V. '*' • » 
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Count e r- d 6 mo s ' P i'cke t s 

How has the -left' sha'pei up tq^the National Front? • ^The ansisrer is/ usually, in the most 
abject 'fashion;imagihable. For , instance-'. , . whenever the NF has held'a demonstration 
or a 'rally theqleff opposition consists, fOr starters, howls of protest'to'the appr'6p-r ' 
riate'local governmeht-authorities, "Don'f .let the fascists use the Town Hall". Then,. 

stations have been rejected, they stage the predictable counter-demon- 
stration picket, which occasionally ends with a bustgup involving the police-.(who 
protect the'fascists with'such determination that, sq: far> there has been ^ major-clash 
on the-streets between left and fight'), ns a sideline,- adventurist elements such as 
International Socialists might' furtively depart fr'^'.m the main march and in a vain 
attempt- to enhajice thei-r "Street-fighting" image try to tackle the NF by themselves, 
which fssults in a nyraber^of arrests and injuries with.as alsqus the unfortunate 
"breakaways" coming off; far w.-rse thaii the. NF-;;. Meanwhile, as another sideline, tiny ci ' ' . 
cliques of screaming Maoists attack police lines Kararkaze style, 'and this time they - 
and everyone uniicky enough to be in the .immediate vicinity end up getting their heads 
kicked^in by zealous cops. Every shade of leftism is represented during these'mani¬ 
festations, the smaller groups in order to increase -tlieir tiny stature-ddopting "violent 
phraseology which they are ' incapable of fulfilling with actions, ' 

The platform is always bontr.olled by an ad-hoc committee," with-usually the ' CP-'in. con- . 
trol -behind the scehe$, ' The CP doesn’t ude the .platfo-rm'for advocating the''iise of. .:. . ■ ' 
violence--.^ga‘ihst "tne NF| somet-imes, in fact, in '~rdsri.-tO'-convey the impression that ' -'-"^^^- 
they . are jiist-'as fespec-table as the-Labour Party, they, even go so far as to- say that' 
anybody, using' the platform to propagate..the'use of violence s gainst-the:''NF will be ' 
slung - off, '-(iis at Hyde Park, where th'e..lef-t successfp:lly. occupis'd Speakers'Corner' '. '0 

to prevent ■ ’the NF from .marching there,). ... - , 'q 


S «• 


. I 


Tackling the''Front ' on-•the'street ' ' 

The left, in challenging the NF on the streets, has for':.the most paVt'fallen flat bn 'b 
its face, .although by the linages projected ;in their-papers you would think that every 
time the NF^ ventured into the streets they were defeated, decisively- by a mass .turn-out - . 
of the workihg-class left. Unfortunately, or fortunately-perhaps, each time'the left 
attempts to r.eacn the NF they are prevented by the. police, -.‘The truth of the matte-r is 
that the i-left. is .unable to make a real physical impression'on the police or fascists. 

What ■ happens -sometimes 'is that w-e have'.t'ie spectacle of p-'lice'beating the shit out .of 
thq-,.lefties 5 while the-NF looks on frf'm a safe distance, sniggering or cheering, 

-depending on how vigourously'the cops are laying in. nil that's achieved in these - ^ 
striiggles - is hun.!reds of arrests and injuries, and at Red Lion Square (an example of.- 
what I'm thinking of) aa anti-fascist was Mlled by-the police, I think that this"' .- 
because "the left is unable t'"- devise tactics an-^ strategy.to suit the situation.' 





anda 


Propaganda . iirected -against the NF has taken on the appearance of a small industry, 
with even the most obscure left . groups ' churning out a mass of pamphlets. Despite the - 
tremendous amount,.all these pamphlets ani articles-are of a low calibre. They-all,', W 
for .-instance, lay stress on the criminality ,o|*;. the leaders of. the NF. " We are^treated ' 
to the same old photagraphs of Tyndals: in his nazi unilofm'; They never. go much further 
never attempt to analyse why the working_ class, .never turns ' but sn masse to saish the 
Front, -or ev'n^why large numbers of working-class people'subscribe to Front-type ideas. 
They- are n't pains to point out that .NF leaders, .strutted ' in nazi uniform, embellished 
with-.swastikas, but who has any use-for that emblem now?' 'Today the British fascists 
para d'e aro-un-J'using the-Union Jack, and it's "unpatriotic" to'insult the flag, isn't 
itr -‘('This'is the view of the-CP more than other left groups.) In a book written 
by a^CP nac.k, 'Tony Gilbert, -caTled "Only One Died", which deals with the government 
inquiry^into the Red. Lfon Square riots, 'tha-author in giving evidence claimed that the 
NF placing the Union Jack on leaflets was a "Misuse" of the flag. But this isn't isolated 
witness th-: revolting b-ahaviour, the chauvisnis-m, of most of the groups involved in the 
latest anti-fascist movement, during the EEC referendum, . Idost of these groups regard 
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the imperialist blooibath known as Worll War Two as - anti-fascist I many times 

have we been subjected to speeches containing;'such_.gei|is...as.,-’’Free speech for fascist^? 
That W8.S leciled '^n the streets b'f Stal i n.crr-sbl . op Berlin” ad nauseum at anti— ■ 


wa.s decided ^n the s t reets of 'Staliiigrad 
fascist events? Tpo many, times, 1,think. - • 


With' the growth of fascism in the country '(andWindee.d, -worlwide) j with the - struggle 
against it, a magazine exlusively anti-fascist has emerged, ''Se':rchlight", The contents 
ere detailed and informative (and I recommend it for this) but on the other hand its 
tone is legalistic, "patriotic”, trade-union oriented. For examples-,1 there- 
letters .to Roy Jenkins requensting.-hirn tp ban . the'NF,. and articles urging-the'gpvernmept 
to-create stronger''laws against racism’- lavs.whicl,' as we know, end up being used 
against the anti-fascists, like .the 1936 Public Order Act, Writers for Searchlight 
range ifrom'IS hacks to right.wing Labour MPs, ’ ... W: ' " 

■ V • ■ ' \ ^ ; . t , . . I 

Left • and’A'hti-fascist Tactics •. ' ■' - ' - • 

One of the many weaknesses of the left has been shi^wn by their misunderstanding og the 
-use'-of forces, ^t’.s all right, for the trots to. don their :b'ovver-boots-and chase a'few 
fascists around the back streets (a task which thpy fin^' heav.y going-at times),' But 
what happens when the agro reaches proportions' of'another dimensioji?' They are, I'm 
afraid, left high and dry. In London's Camden-High Street the lefties held a'meeting 
to discuss' tactics for opposing a Front march, . As the delegates arrived they -were men-, 
aced by'NF heavies who told then-they would: be. back later.' They were, firing a.’.shot- 
gun Chicago style from a'car and .shattering-the window of the building, ' The'heacticn 
of the-lefties inside? They called the police, And-then? Why,-they .are'surprised ,■ by . 
the lack - of interest shown, by the police I All,these left groups knew where the NF head¬ 
quarters were.at'that time !(50.Pawsons Rd,- Croydoh) but they remained'un-at tacked. 

Such is the respect the left has for conventional methods, .l* couple of weeks after this 
event, the IMG instruct, their members to tiiiitn.up at. the Hyde' Park rally wearing crash •' 
helmets, but' ey.en this minimal effort is rendered useless when a police snatch squad 
pluck an unfortunate fro m the centre ^of the IMG defensive- circle-and’arrest him. 'V'' , ■ 

after the rally has finished the IMGers put-.their -helmets into plastic bags and .sneak', 
away In'the most'nervous fashion. Worse still, when the'NF held ; therir vile-'"march '. ‘• 
against (black) mggers" 'in .London's East End last summer, - 'the opposing anti-fascist. , 
march, outnumbering the' NF by more than 4 to 1, formed- up only 'five minutes from the 
fascists' departure point, fet when the anti-fascists marched off in the opposite . ... - 

direction even Searchlight commented, "The counter-demonstra.tion.-wa'S -attend'e'd''by"hhahly"' 
five thousand people , , . but this rally had failed-to grasp 'the fact that'it was,in . 
their power to have halted the fascist provocation,, by gust non-violently'.standing ih 
its path-before it g:ot under way, ■ Whilst at Searchlight we are against violence and ; . 

see no point in .fighting with the .police,-- we must respect the'' handful of youngsters ■ 
who stood in the- path of the march only to be batoned by the police," 

A; ■ k ■ ‘ ' ' .. p . • ■ 

But more-recehtiy, April 24th to be precise, things showed a -turn for the better,..as 
at Bradford 'where coUnter-demonstratom.; faced, 1000-Front marchers. The NF'were protected 
by large numbers of police (as usual); they.-provoked the-violence by-'daranging Asian- 
owned shops while police sto^d-'by and iid nothing. . The anti-fascist, though, showed 
they could fight with some success; bricks■-bqttjies ’and'beer'-cans were hurled at’the Fonr; 
Barricades were-dragged across the street in-an-..attempt'to halt the fascists, Ahd when' 
the police-lattacked the anti-fascists, they too were showered with stones and bottles, 
police vans were overturned, and attempts were made to sr-t-them on fire, numbers 'of-police 
were badly injured including numbers of the mounted police, -The number arrested was 30, 
Contrast, .this with events in London the same day,- when ^200 marchers mostly from the 
Nazi "British Movement", were challenged by about 500 anti-fascists. There was a battle -' 
in Trafalgar Square- between the anti-fascists, and- the.police — mostly members of the 
Special Patrol-Group, ' Vho brutally beat up the outnumbered anti-fascists, injuring many 
while-police casualties were virtually nil... I think we have thing to -learn from both 
events on the 24th, ' . . 

y . . ‘ ' ... * 

Fascist tactics ' • 

Front tactics are more brutal than the left'o:anonymous attacks in back streets on mili- - 
tants and immigrants, and even worse, ipouring paraffin into Immigrant \>;orkers letter¬ 
boxes and setting light to it; the list . is , endless. ■ Then,- bri -another level, attacking, 
the small bookshops and'.headquarters of sectarian left-wing 'groups (like Maoists) 
owing to the. distance and size of these 'grr'up's,' ‘ few, if any, reprisals need be expected. 
Pacifists- and liberals make' excellent -targets - they don't' hit -back. When all these 
attacks are combined, the fascists gain a formidable reputation. The NF are also 
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becoming more daring in tnct they attack left-wing demonstrations such as the Troops 

Out Movement demonstration which was fairly successfully attacked by the NF on 21 st Feb,. 

at Sheperds Bush Green. There is evidence that some ultra-rightists, members of the 

included, are training in forests with members of the Territorial Army — and that 

during these manoevres they are armed. On another level the Front pick up most of their 

members by running in elections; during the last General Election they picked up 113 000 

votes, (mostly in working class areas). The Front claim that next election thev will 
field over 300 candidates. 

Is it worth it ? 

Is it? Well, for groups like International Socialists it provides a fine chance for 
recruitment, as a reading of "Socialist Worker" a couple of years ago would prove. For 
example, it gave coverage to small local demonstrations against the Front,; after the 
demonstration^the IS would hold a small meeting where "six young workers" or "five 
^j.sians" then joined IS, at Leicester the IS even erected a platform after the large 
march (with its star speakers) to advertise a meeting that they were holding in the 

straightforward recruiting effort. But, as for fighting them? After all 
the hi? are not supported by the capilast class who prefer the Labour and Conservative 
parties to run^the State and look after their interests. To receive support from even 
he most reactionary capitalist elements the NF must prove themselves a competent 
labour-cashing, strike breaking militia, and this so far they have failed todo, although 
some maverick characters, ex-Military, Striling and Walker, have attempted to form 
priyat aEmies to use against the working class. The Front have been successful in their 
q anti-working-class organisations such as the National Federation of the 

^ell-Employed, ratepayers groups, and in some areas are gaining a dangerous foothold 
in tenants groups and trade union branches. (Searchlight is well aware of this), 
iberals and Pacifists say "Leave them alone" "Fighting them is a prevention of free 

head-in-th-sand attitudes 

argument to do fuck-all. On the other hand i^l revolutionaries 
capitalism and the state are the main enemies; true, but the NF are dangerous 
o e working class in a way that the "legitimate" representatives of capitalism 
dare not be. It is important to tackle them without negating the class stmuggle; 
after all the class struggle is the best way to tackle the NF. Small groups of revol- 

p + of lack of resources or pressing commitments elsewhere don't' 

attack tnem directly should make it clear that if they are "bothered" by fascists they 
will pay them back in an unconventional manner. ^ 


Ways to fight the FaRni.et.c! 

question of tactics. I'm not against 
xuS fascists in the streets, as you can guess I'm all for it; the trouble is 

march^or mo predictable.Jiow they are challenged. Whenever the fascists have a 

cupy the hall that they fascists are going to uses, before they turn up, or if thev 

+ h! r ^ nf there are enough of them, anl if they are angry enough) follow 

Jng u^mnfa marcf,hnstefi offorl 

fasciLls are 'J'^ti-fascists whoull assemble at the same point the 

let al^A lAch! ensuring that they fini it impossible to assemble, 

Sok6*fArth''^i“® against muggers" a small group of anti-fascists (4OO) 

marAefonE'he Sles of'i’b “0° f^^ters anyway, the anti-fasA'Ss 

and ! yf this no-one joined the Front's march - because of the constant barrage 

join the however 

in tne anti-f<ascists (and we had a lot of fun and talked to lots of local noolno 

There were about 6 arrests at the eni of the march, at Horton. ^ * 

very thlL^thdf® *^^"6 that will eventually smash the Front is the 

fievolutiofnriA ™st wor^t^'^r^thfr ‘ revolutionayy workinp-class movement, 

of mass CL mat work to buill this - the most important task of all. ..n inkliAe 

"white wortere rthnperiaf^ “P the 

the whoL f “ , ' the march. It was a great occasion because 

the mnrih ”''”-|''^''t uorking-olass community was involvsl in the strike that lei up to 

is mass maA ®“®®P fascists off the streets 

IS mnss mciss working class action. 


M. F. 









The Queptlon of Fasci^tn and Racirm in Britain: the ne<^ d for a revolutionary 
strategy .* * 

It is not surprising that the NF and other far right formations have 
achieved prominence during the recett period. British capitj^lism faces 
•erious problems internationally and at home. The downturn in the world 
economy and the sharpening of Imperialist competition has taken its toll on 
the British economy.Racism has become the staple political Issue of the 
right. The House of Lords decision in October 1974 to the effect that a 
colour bar that prevents blacks from joining a Working Mens Club in Preston 
is not illegal under the Pace Realtions Act, actually institutionalises racial 
discrimination. The recent spate of racist actions, most clearly illustrated 
by the response of white workers at Imperial Typewriters, highlights thd 
scope of the problem. 

The question of fascism and how to deal with it has become a political issue 
among revolutionaries in Britain recently. Unfortuanately, this issue has 
been discussed empirically in reaction to Red Lion Square, the debate over 
'free speech* and the activities of the National Front. Given the confused 
and emotidinal assessment of fascism in Britain today by most of the left 
groups, it is necessary to attemot a clear anaysis of this problem and to 
evaluate the issue from the point of view of revolutionary theory. 

^"hat is Fascism? 

For many people, fascism represents a dangerous social rovement which is 

associated with memories of Hitler and Mussolini. Fascism is seen as a kind 

• 

of disease, a force that is separate and unrelated to democracy. This viev' 
often argues for a struggle of a democratic bloc against fascism - for 
example in Chile the CP is attempting to reintroduce democracy by the form- 
-ation of an anti-fascist bloc. The notion that all classes have a com’r’on 
interest in fighting fascism is a political conclusion drawn from seeing 
fascism as merely an anti-democratic and pathological deviation from the 
bourgeois norm, a conclusion superficially supported by the Allies stuggle 
against Nazism. But fascism is not some type of disease that su denly attacks 
the body politic of bourgeois society. The development of fascism in Italy, 
Germany, and Spain...was the outcome of a specific type of economic and 
political relation between classes in capitalism facing crisis. 

Fascism is the political expression of the inability of the bourgeoisie to 
resolve its crisis through the'normal channels'.The impossibility if contin¬ 
ued capitalist accumulation given the general conditions in the world economy 
and the balance of clr:ss forces internally, provide the starting point for the 

fascist option. The general historical role of fascism is to transform the 
existing conditions )f production by re-er.tablishing profitable production. 

In order to bring about the centralisation and concentration o(ff capital and 
increase the productivity of labour, fa;cism must destr6y the organisations 
of the working clas- which, through their activity stand in the way of the 
restructuring of capital. 

Under peaceful conditions bourgeois democracy is the best instrument for 
reconciling the contradictions generated by capitvalisra and or maintaining 
the interests of the capitalist xii^xxx class,.But the development of an 
economic and political crisis disturbs the stable social equilibrium on 
which the rule of the bourgeoisie rests,Working class militancy and the 
untest of the petit bourgeoisie who increasingly lose faith in bourgeois 

* This article is an abridged version of one that appeared in the Discussion 
Bulletin , 3 » April 1975>written by Frank Richards. Like all articles 
published in the Discussion Bull< tins it represents the views of the 
author and is not necessarily a position of the Revolutionary Communist 
Group - John Kelly, 











democracy, lead to the.paralysis .of Parliament, The -harp class differences 
can o nly be resolved outside the in.'^.titutions of bourgeois democracy. In 
order to re-establish a new form of political regime, the ruling class relies 
upon the mass movement of the angry petit bourgeoisie, A pre-requisite for the 
development of a mass movement of the petit bourgeoisie is a collapse of 
confidence in their traditional leaders and parties. 

The dissatisfied and dxt disillusioned petit bourgeoisie provides the mass 
basis for the fascist movement. But fascism as a mars force can only grow 
and evelop when the conflict between the bourgoisie and the proletariat has 
reached an impas e, r-nd where the proletariat, owing to the capitulation of 
its reformist leadership (and the absence of a revolutionary party) is 
unable to go forward to seizing power. If the leader.ship of the working class 
is ubable to s olve the cri.9is of capitalism in the interests of the 
proletariat, the demorliteatio of the working class offers the fascist 
movement hew openings. The acceleration of fascist activity during the period 
, ofirapasse between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat increaskngly tips the 
balance of clas forces in favodr of the bourgeoidie. Thus a revolutionary 
situation is squandered by the reformist leadership, the proletariat is 
defeated and the bourgeoisie opts for a fascist dictatorship. The potential 
danger of fascism today is a direct result of the inability of the reformist 
leadership to take the working class forward as the crisis deepens. 


The Question of Fascism in Britain 

- ,■ M - - - - — - I '■ — 

Despite the deepening of the crisis of British capitalism it is clear that we 
have not yet reached a stage where the conflict between the bourgoisie and the 
proletariat has led to an jmpasse, nor has there been a collpase of confidence 
of the petit bourgoi.sie in the traditional hourgois democratic institutfiions , 
The struggles of the work ng clas have a‘ local and sectional character 
and the reformist leadership has hegemony over mosji of the British proletariat. 
The relative success of the*social contract* demonstrates the viability og 
the bourgeois strategy of class collaboration, at least for some time to come, 

We should not hov/ever be complacent ab out the possible threat posed by the 
forces of the far right. The post-war boom has ended and sections of the petit 
bourgeoisie, white-collar employees, small businessmen and small capitalists 
have begun to feel the pinch of the downturn ih the British economy. Inflation 
has given nev/ lifr to a number of fascist organisations which have existed 
continually over the past thirty yrars. The mosjr important of these groups , 
the National Front (NF) has come into prominence as a result of their 
electoral and other activities. 

The NF has recently supplement edits electoral image v/ith a growing number of 
demonstrations and physical assaults on members of left organisations and 
pickets. The area.s of race hatred and nationalism, the bread and butter of 
NF politics, have rfcontky been complemented by active support for the cause 
of Orangism and the SPUC anti-abortion demonstration. In July 1974 the NF 
opened its first office in the North of Ireland, 

The NF '^oes have a base od support, although this brose is far from having a 
mass character. During the general election of February 1974 in which the NF 
fielded 54 candidates, they obtained 75,870 vAtes. This toatl vote for the NF 
represented an average of 1405 votes per candidtae and 2,3% of the average 
share of the vote,In 6 seats (all Labour held) the NF obtained more than 4% 
of the vote. In the October 1974 election the NF ran 90 candidates and 
increased its total to 112,0000 votes - but its average share of the vote 
Vv'as about the same as in February, 1,200 votes per candidate. The electoral 
performance of the NF demonstrates the potential threat that this organisation 
may pose for the working clas s in the ffiture, . 


Pacism and Peformlsm 


Pacism and c’auvinicm have come to have srong roots within 
working class. During the height of the post-war boom, the 
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given the prominebce• thr»t it receives today. A certain degree of racial 
conflict existed,.. .but with the end of the boom racism ha*^ become an 
increasing y important force in Britain, Ouite clearly, racism is not 
incompatible with the overall reformist perspective of the Labour Party and 
the Trade Union movement. 


• 

The logic of reformism is based on the appearances of society as it is. 
Reformisyts within the labour movement have as their, aim the redistributtion 
of‘national "ealth*. Trade unions ajitempt to get a bigger share of the 
’natioal cake' for the working class. However when the natioanl cake stops 
growing the v/orking class is the fibrst section of society that pays for th e 
problems of capitalist production. In such periods thK competition for the 
working class slice of the coke ( jobs, housing, social services etc.) 
becomes intense. Since reformism accepts the nation and capitalist relations 
as natural, it is not capitalist production that is blamed for the 
deterioration in the standard of 1 iving of the v/ork ng class. Reformists 
seek to explain the criis facing the workers by pointing the finger at 
speculators, individual cases of mis-management etc.However, this explanation 
of crisis provides no alternative to the fascist explanation, as this letter 
written by an NF member makes clear. 


*A manual worker myself, I am all in favour of proposaks which make 
life easier for the working class; But if the Labour Party is serious 
about its aims fpr improving the lot of those whose who face daily 
drudgery.... why do they continue to repudiate those ares where public 
ownership is really needed?....Public ownership of industry and 
services cannot give real control unless the financial system is in 
public hands.(Bristol Fvening Post,5,8.74) 
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The material basis of racist ideology lies within capitalist production itself. 
In c-pita;ist society the contractual relationship between la bour and capital 
appears to be free and equal » The worker gets a 'fair days wage' for his work. 
Wage-labour masks the fact that the worker pr duces more value then he recenvc;', 
in the form of a wage and thst workers h've . o choice but to se^l their 
labourpower.The unenu'^-l relation between classes and groups caused by capij^ali.; 
re latl ns of production d6es. not appear on the surface as the outcome oi 
capi alist production itself.Equalityband freedom are the slogans of ^ 

tourge6isie; free wage labour and money exchange would seem to suggest that 
capitalist production generates equality instead of inequality. So, 
according to the bourgeoisie, inequality, where it exists, is not a junction 
of capitalist social relations for there is equality of opportunity, but xs 
due to natural differences between individuals. Unequal talent rather than 
unenval opportunities are the cause of inequality in the 'iree' capitalis,. 
.society.In the early nineteenth cebtury it was argued that the reason why the 
working class was poor and lived under the most appalling condition^, 
their natural laziness, their proclivity t6 drink etc. 


Racism above al' sees various races as being naturakly unequal. The poverty 
Africa and Asia is seen not as aresult of imperialism, for apparent equal 
political and economic relations hide the manner in which the V/est 
dominates the Thirl V’orld, but is explained, rather, as the result of the 
ipdolence of the natives. The bourgeois notion that ineiuality id due to 
natural causes thus provides fertile terrain for racism. 
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Racism and reformirm are perfectly consirtent with each other. The anti- 
Irish sentiments expressed during the recent Scottish strike wave 
demonstrate that militant trade unionism does not mean the absence of 
chauvinism. The response of certain sections of the working class in the 
midlands to the Birmingham bombings shows the scope of the pnoblem posed by 
chauvinism,In one case, the National ^nlon of Hosiery and Knitv/ear ’''orkers 
supported white strikers against the promotion of blacks at Kahsfield 
Hosiery,At Newly foundry, West Bromv/ich, an AUEV/ official allowed 
different rates to be paid for blacks doing the same Job as whites. As long 
as theses chauvinist traditions r main in the labour movement, the growth 
of fascism under the crisis conditions remains a possibility. 

The Struggle Against Fascism in Britain 

Fascism is objectively'speaking not an important threat to the working 
class today. But the domination of reformist ideas over the working class 
opens the door to fascism in the event odf a revere social cribsis. The 
struggle against fascism must have a two-fold character;the fight against 
reformist ideology, which in this case means taking up concretely those 
areas where fascism can breed, that is racifem and chauvinism,And secondly 
by taking up concrete struggles around issues v/Jjich confront the working class 
and to which fascists address themselves. The first seeks to introduce an 
inyernationallst stanspolnt within the v;orklng class, the second attempts 
to counterpose a revolutionary stategy to the reformist and fascist 
solutions on particular Issues* In practice the two level:- of struggle 
are closely linked. 


The fight for Internationalism 

It is not an exaggeration to'say that the Irish question is one of the main 
issues facing socialists. The close relationship between the far right and 
Orangism demonstrates the reservoir out of vhich chauvinist ideology flows. 
The building of a movement in support of the selfdetermination of the 
Irish people and the i mmediate withdrawal of British troops from Ireland, 
represents the central thrust of an independent class policy against the far 
right today. The formation of a movemnet ±r. opposition to the racist 
immigration laws is a necessary corollary to sn internationalist 
perspective of undermining the basis for future fascist activity. 

The Political fight against the British Fascists 

The National Front responds to the issues thrt develop and preoccupy people: 
they put forv/ard their olutions to the major politlcrl questions. Through 
articles on the EFG, inflation,unemployment, trades unions, housing, v/omen 
and racism, the fascists attempt to shoo the relevance of their ideas. 

These ideas have to be fought against politically. The left has odten tried 
to fight the National Front by Inbellinf this organisation as fascist; 
indeed, rather than confronting the NF politically many of the left appeal 
to anti-fascist sentiments dating back to the thirties. This can be a 
dangerous course to pursue. The link between the Rational FronJ; and Hitler 
is politiacaJhly irrelevant today . What is important is to fight the RF in 
relation to tod'ys crisis. 

In places like Leicester the growth of the NF is due not to a sud n 
infatuation with Hitler on the part of the white population. The strenght 
of racism and the influence of the NF in Leicester is due to the reflection 
the crisis has on jobs, housing, social services etc,The anti-fascist 
struggle in Leicester can •succeed only if revolutionaries wage a seious 
campaign on Issues such as housing and counterpose a real, independent class 
alternative to fascjst demagogy. 


Todr.y there is a widely held view that fascism can only be defeated 
through physical confrontation, ‘Crav'sh the Fascists* become the key 
slogan of this approaejj - an orientation which offers no olitical 









alternative to th# fascists. The'name 'Cable Street* is evoked ad nauseam 
to demonstrate tli® trAth of this theses.Politically this orientation is 
Y.Tong and factually there was myich more to Cable Stoeet then s"'j=«hing the 
fascists. The CP in the East End (despite their political weaknesses) 
recognised the need to fight fascism on (bts own ground, Piratin,a CP 
activist from Stepney recalled: 

*1 remember well the constant discussion in the Stepney branch 
committee of the Labour Party. There were those who said...’’Bash 
the fascists whereever you see them",Others amo':g us asked 
ourselves - How was Mosley able to recruit Stepney workers?' 

(P.PlEatin OuM Flag Stays Red. London,1948,pp.I7-l8) 

Mosley and the fascists were able to reruit fas workers from the East End by 
taking up the questions of housing and unemployment. The CP took up these 
questions and organised*effective Yenants Associations and unemployed 
committees,By intervening in these issues and demonstrating in practice who 
was responsible for the conditions of the workers in the East End, the CP 
was able to erode the working class base of Mosley, This is the central 
lesson of the anti-fascist struggle in the East End, 

« • 

The success of the CP in using the questions of housing and unemploymnet 
against the fascists should not blind us to a fundamental flaw of the 
Stalinist strattegy - the f^bsence of internationalism. By taking up the 
fascist concretely the CP made short term gains, but without fighting for 
proletarian internationalism these gains could only be ephemeral. 


The British left has been incapable of seeing the threat of fascism in any 
sense other than an organisational ome. Despite the various one-sided 
approaches to this question, all the groups bn the left have one common 
denominator: an inability to grasp the need to fight reformism as part of 
an anti-fascist stratejjy- in other words a failure to understand reformism 
and chauvinism. The political is:^ues on which the KF is mobilsing are not 
taken up diectly against the NF.The NF is approached organisationally rather 
than politically and the assessment of the NF is abstracted from its concrete 
character within the conflict between classes and the political xaiHiiHia 
problems to which the fascists address themselves. 


The IS approach the fight against fascism organisationally and moralistically 
The struggle against the NF has to be wafeed against the organisation as 
such, not in yerms of winning the worming class away from chauvinism. This 
oreintation is based on the abstraction of the NF from livinfg forces and xs 
reducing the role of this group tp that of the shock troops of the 
bourgeoisie, IS argues that ’Fascists only inderstand violence',This may be 
true, but revolutionaries have as their aim the destruction of any potential 
political base for fascism, IS turnr the issue upside down. They urge, 'never 
mind the fact that the in certain situations the fascists will grow in 
case given the hegemony of the rr.forrai6;^s - lets make life dif icult for them 

now*. 


'If we can deny them the use of the streets then the Front 
becomes a much less exciting group to join. If joining the 
National Front meens not exciting para-miltary parades and 
intimidation of black people and trade unionists — but instead 
rotten eggs and broken bones - then rujport will be lost* 

(The N- tional Front;the new Nazis, Socialist w'orker Pamphlet,p,10) 

Support for the NF is becr^use of their * exciting para-military parades* and 
not their politic 1 approach according to IS, This is the "istaken view of 
seeing fascism in purely organisational terms,Since the feature of the NF 
is its*determination* to win, the way ti fight them is by takiKg being 
tough er than the fascists, 

*It is not the Ideas of the N tional Fron^ v/hich attracts mos^ 



supporters - it is the feeling thnt they are going to get something 
done. The key for the left is to show oiirselves. even more determined 
than the fasclsts. * (ibid.p,10) 

It is not seen as a question of ideology or political strategy, just of being 
better militants than the NF. The dangers of thes position are all too 
evident, IS emphasises fascism as a cancerous grov/th rather than thinking r-bout 
the conditins that gave rise to f.- seism. In pr';ctice, the fight against 
fascism is reduced to a series of physical assaults. 


The IKGs orientation on this, question is to call for opposition(or mobilisation) 
esgainst fascism.Their argument is that the left cannot wait until fascism 
becomes a major threat end v.e must fight them here • nd now.Thus the If'G 
substitutes mobilisation against a fascism abstracted from the concrete poli¬ 
tical is sues for a serious attempt to win the working class a\yay from reformism 
and to commit it to an anti-racist and anti-imperialist position,Of course the.v 
say it must be combatted politically, but in terms of their actaal approach 
politics falls by the wayside, 

' To emphasise this (physically attacking the NF - JK)at the 
expense of the political and ideological stuggle would be 
suicidal. Nevertheless it is necessary to give special emphasis 
to the*military’side of things when dealing with fascism, because 
it is in this side of the coin that the g eatest political 
weaknesses, even of the far left, are to be found,' 

(Fascism,.'^raash It Now! The case for no platform.. IKG Pamphlet p,I3) 

Ey laying syecial emphasis on the 'military* side of things the IMG falls- 
into a position which they themselves have characterised as 'suicid-1*.For the 
IKG what is soecial about fascism is its violent nature, therefore the need 
for a physical response, 

'We have pointed out that thereis littke int he program.me of the 
fascists which is uni ue. Whafi is es ential(sic) to a fascist 
movement is its capacity to carry out violence, and to do this 
from the very earliest d-ys of its developm.enj, (ibid.p, I 3 ) 

This is an abstract notion of fascism which draws an apolitical conclusion 
from a dangerous political phenomenon. 


Hence the IMG,like IS, believes that the fascist threat can be destroyed by a 
type of psychological shock treatment. To be fair to the IMG, in their 
latest pamphlet, 'Fascism and how to Sraa.sh It* the military side of things 
has a less import.ant place in the argument. No doubt the debacle at Red Lion 
Square had some influence on this shift in emphasis, but nevertheless the 
*bully-boy' version of fascism still lies, at i le core of their argument, 

'Without being able o march through the streets - and esp- cially to 
conduct acts of public intimidation by marching through black areas - 
the Front will not be • ble to act asa pole of .-attraction, *(ibid.p,9) 

V.’hy dose the IMG manifest rush valiant fighting spirit against the NF? The 
clue to the IMGs orientation lies in the following passage. 


'The workers* movement hates fascism, and rightly so. The Front 
does not present itself as a fascist party, but culitivates its 
'respectability* by posing as a 'workers 
taking uf tolijical issues on which work 
.spontaneously take reactionary positions 
for what i t is - a fascist organis--tion 
lead the worker.-- movem ent to que- tioa a 
traditi'jn.s by r.howir.g how d.angerously ex 
fascist infi'tratlon,’(ibid,p.II) 
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Dunkirk. And in fact, the IMG, like IS cpend their time exposing the NF as 
fascists in the hope of striking a positive chord. 

The IKG argues that fascists ’aim...to strenghthen the state' and 'provide 
one of the cutting edges for the acceptence of string state methods hy the 
masses*.The simplistic notion of the NF as the bully boys of the bourgeoisie 
leads to the view that the cent.al threat of fascism comes from their role as 
the shock troops of the state.The IMGs failureto analyse the material basis 
of reformism and other forms of bourgeois ideas leads them to a crude and 
mecanistic version of the class struggle. Today, the danger that faces the 
working class movement is not the strong rtatet or the fists of the NF,The 
greatest threat facing the labour movemnet is its own reformist consciousness. 
The hegemony of reformism over the workijng calss unde mines any moves 
towards independent cla^s action. As the aftermath of the Birmingham 
bombs illustra5es, the ideological asualt of the bourgeoisie found a r-ady 
fesponse in the trdde unions. For the IMG the most significant develoyment is 
the repressive legislation passed by Parliamant.For revolutionary communists 
the main danger is not'Jenkins lav/'as such, but the chauvinism generated byxths 
withen the working class which allowed the law to be accepted with such minimal 
opposition* 

« 

The fight against the NF has to take up thfir arguments concreteljr, not merely 
by calling for opposition to them,Nor do we shrink from physical confrontation 
where the deface of the wo rklng ci^ss is really posed as in theattacks on 
Pepublican marches or the bombing of black organisations. V/e seek, indeed, 
to mobilize the labour movement in defence of these interests. But for us, the 
physical side ofconbatting fascism is a political question, based upon what 
is objectively neces/ary, nht as a means to raise consciousness. Only the 
Independant organised force of the working class, led by its conscious 
vanguard, can provide a guarantee against the fascist threat. We must fight 
the reformist leadership that is an obstacle to this class independance. 
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■SFXISH. RACISM AIMD FASCISM 


Some points for discussion : 

Opposing racism is not taken very seriously by the Antifascist Committee 

■□pposing sexism is almost totally ignored: it tends to be thought of 
as a 'frings? issue| but it is of central importance. 

In the total fascist view of the uorld sexism is completely tied up 
with racism and nationalism. 

Fascism is a form.of capitalism, but they are not the same thing. 

hie need to examine the different kinds of fascism and the different 
situations uithin uhich they develop. 

Sexism and racism existed before capitalism and uon*t simply disapear 
yith the nationalisation of factories and banks under uorkers control, 
on the other hand ye yill get rid of niethar until capitalism is ended. 

The family and the oppression of uomen and 

The family is the first place yhere the identity of .the individual develops; 
it services the yaged yorker, organises the conditioning into ^ 

female sex roles and promotes hetro sexuality as the only acceptable o 

sexual experience. Fundamental to this is the oppression of ujornen and the 

suppression of gay sexuality. 

Racism, imperialism and the international division of labour 

The oppression and distortion of mainly non-yhite cultures is the ^f^ult of 
imperialism. It has used the people of various races and countries in different 
yays thus organising the exploitation of people right across the uorl . 

Nazi Germany 

liJhilp most of the left ignored sexism, the Nazis combined sexism racism and 
nationalism so that the -perfeoti German mother and the Aryan man youlu produce 
■pur^ children for the Master Race and the Fatherland. ^ 

all a certain amount of controlled sexual liberalism and then a fierce 

repression of independant yomen and gays. 

Conclusions 

Divisions of race and sex are dampers on yorking class struggle; fascism 
exploits these divisions; ue need to develop yorking class solidarity. 

The basis of the Antifascist Committee needs to be questioned. Hoy far 
does it coma out of the self •organisaT:ian of yomen, black people and gays. 

Hoy can ye understand the appeal of the NF in the crisis of daily life. 

These points are controversial even among ourselves, 
but ye hope,they yill spark off discussion. 


These notes yere p 
arranged jointly □ 
Nottingham, Autumn 


repaired for the first of a series of educationals 
./ the Black Peoples Freedom Movement and Gay lilorkers 
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SEX ISM RACISM FA SCISM.: - W OR'criNG NOTES 

This is a write up of a discussion of some members of the Gay Vi/orkers Group in 
Nottingham to try and prepare* for an educntiona on this sp nsored by the Anti- 

Committee, It could, act' as the. basis, for discussion generally (with some 
points brought out by a sp.eaker)_ or it can be used by g8.y .'*oups to consider 
the relationship, between gay and women's oppression,the family,labour power 
and capital, and'fascism.. 


At ,-a;n anti "fascist demo som.e years ago in Leicester some ’antifascists"' -had a 
go at the .National Front. Vifhen they returned to our deme they came back with th 
the cry ’-They were cissies -they were like fuckin’ Women!’. 

This attitude towards women is common in the antifascist and left movement , inany 
more examples could be given.'Be a man,prove your masculinity & fight the NP’• 

We want to sho'vV hov/ semlsm which practically means the oppression and the 
Qxploita'fcion of gays ana women " rs unbreakably ties up with-racism and 
nationalism in the total fascist view' of the world,V/e don’t think that fighting 
racism is taken at all seriously.in the.antifascist committee and the struggle 
against sexism is almost totally ignored. Opposing sexism - which includes^ 
dealing iwith it v/ithin oursej_yes '• is not something of mnnow importance which 
can'be added onto the ma;)or issues of racism and nazism (like the token mention 
of gays in some AP leaflets.) ,but is of central and" fundamental inportance to 
•the fight against fascism and to.leading to a revolutionary movement capable of 
leading to a ’fresh society’, 

¥ 

HOW DOE S p.'^SCISM- GO ME ABOUT ? and what is is made up of ? 

■ It would be unvrise to linger too long on how fascism develops in particular 
countries rather than others "* .these require more intensive attenrion later. 

The first’ thing though is that fascism is a form of capitalism. It’s ‘not an 
unusual and except'ions,lly nasty event w'hich working-class people and capital¬ 
ists 'alike can get together and oppose. When the world-wide capitalist system 
a is in profound crisis,as it v/as in the ■'l 930’5 and is now , it can be conven¬ 
ient for international capital to use fascists in particular countries (or is . 

" it national- capital?). The defe-at of the Popular Power in Chile in 11974 wh ch'" 
was endangered American plans for Latin America and for profit-making generally 
was done by one kind of facisst coup. .This is different however from the . 
’Classical’ kind that developed in German/ in the 30s which had a mass movement 
behind it . The National Pro:.?t and the National Party in Britrkhn at the moment 
are being used by some parts of capital (e.g, paits of the Gobernment,business 
■•■the press etc.) to promote racism,encourage the work ethic,; and so to widen ' 
the divisions that al. ready exist wikhin society. While co-pital may try to use^ 
fascists to do some ofh their dirty work, this doesn't mean that fasaasm and 
capitalism'are the same thing, not that as far as capital is concerned that 
fffscidm. can(t sometimes get out of hand. 

It would be useful,sometime,to examine the different conditions in which 
fascism grows, and its various forms. Agricultural and ec.onomical'.y dependent 
: Portugal was different from highly-industrialised Germany. The Gorilla dictat¬ 
orship in Chile is noc the same as the m.ass support in Mussonlni’s Italy.Why ■ 
■•did Italy,Germ.any and Spain turn. Fascist? The reasons might include: defeat 
of the workers movement in those countries (Spartaci'sts in Germany 1018,the 
Otalian Factory Councils ,'Spaiaish‘ Revolution 1937): German^'races’ lived 
beyond the b.ounda,ries of-'the- Fatherland: German^'' not unified: German capital 
wasn’t allov/ed any 'space to expand after the deal of. the First Vlorld War: how 
do we see Stalinist Russia in the same period - mass slaughter,very repressive 

• •••41 , 

state etcetera. 

Fascism offer 3 a- nat'-' :Onalist solution to what are,in fact-, •international 
problems. As we- salT-earlier,;fascism is a particular kind of capitalism - 
it feeds off, and" deepe'-f divisions that alread y exist in capitalist society so 
th ■'t working class soli' arity and togetherness is weakened and the daily theft 
of human activity continues to make profits out of us.Let’s look at the < 


divisions of sex and race and G/nc'ic 




o.or 


how fascism intensifies these. 























Neither, racism nor sexism exist only, under capitalism. Both existed before and 
neither will just disappear with the nationalisation of the. bank and factories 
under workers control. At the same time we’re not going to get rid of sexism 
and racism without making a re.volution against capitalism. 


Racism is fostered by the international division of labour - that is by a policy 
of treating different races and countries differently,giving a better deal to 
say,white north american workers than to black south african workers. Similarly, 
sexism fostered by the sexual division of labour where, the woman's, role of 
unpaid housewife and mother is kept subordinate, to the man's role as breadwinner 
and boss within the .family.She is the slave of the slave,. Let's look .at sexism 
in detail, then racism, then see how the Nazis combined both with nationalism 
to great effect. Then on to some, conclusuons. 

Notes on WOMEN AND THE FAMILY 

* See articles, on Fascism and Racism in Peace Nev/s 2027 and 2028. 

*Need to compare different forms of the family and the oppression of women in 
the international division of labour (Race Today?) 


It's',.'within the restrictions of the family that we first develop our identities 
(Politics of the .Family etc etc RD Lai’ng and others). These identities are not. 
based on free, individual and collective growth but come about by adapting tp 
the demands placed on {13 within the family,while the family.in turn must adapt 
to the■demands'placed, on it by society (cutbacks,legislation etc.) 

This is no simple matte^ and will depend on what's happening in that particular 
society at that particular time. For example: in tribal societies with a mothers 
brother pattern of kinship,the roles will, be very different to those of early 
capitalism in Britain when the extended family was being challenged to produce, 
a more flexible small family hnit for the changing needs of capitalist industria 

alisation. It would also be different in a country where there was a strong 

* • • » » • 

autonomous movement of women, , 

It's impossible here to go onto much detail but within the family that boys 
learn to be boys and girls to be boys:it's within the family that we learn to 
accept sexual,personal and social ways of life that don't satisfy our needs. 

This acceptance comes .to provide an illusionary and distorted security - the only 
one that, is available most of the. time. This’ fitting into a social and sexual- ■ 

identity is fundamental in very many ways (such as?) to the continuation of an- 
exploitative society. It's where Authority is- first fought over. w 




Right in the middle of what the family is all abo t is the oppression and the 
exploitation of women.. For convenience,restricting the discussion to the 
industrialised countries (what about Japan,Russia and maybe China?): Where there 
is a smal.l/nuclear fo.mily unit we can see how the family (on behalf of capital) 
insists on a place for. women as unpaid housewife and mother, A woman's place is 
supposed to be in the home .Although a large number of women go out to work,.v •’ 
(nearly) all women ’ as housewives & mothers preparing their hfisbands,lovers, 
children (and of course themselves) to go out to the offices and factories--and 
schools the next day, • • 


Even when women are involved in paid work it is usually not seen as permanent :. 
It's "until the first child is born" or "after they've all grown up" or it's 
'pin money'. In times of recession, women lose paid jobs first. Further,the-kind 
of work which women do often reflects, their 1 :^ spwife and mother identity'-- it's 
nfant .school te aching,shop work,nursing,light assembly, work,making garments, 
jitcheh work,cleaning etc. This exclusion from 'mainstream' . '-z waged work for 
most women doesn't mean that the answer lies in women simply becoming waged 
workers.Anyway...... ' , \ 


This role is servicing the wage labourer. It means gratifying but not satisfying 
the wage labourer's sexiuality,making (his) beds,cooking (his)meals,organising 
and educating (his) children - the boys will’mainly become waged workers while 
the girls like their mums will usually do two jobs - housewife and mother most 
of her life and waged worker for a significa,nt part of it. 











This work, ,the reproduction of, labo-y .-..pov/er , ■ is-extended and watched over -'by 
the school and the welfare system as well., as in many other; v\/^ys-, . 

HETEROSEXUAtT mv(0 

Why is Gay Workers involved in the antifascist committee and v/hy have lefebian 
groups and-glf’s become actively- opposed to fascism? The family organises the 
stric:fe-. control of sek roles (as well as the ways they change) and is the temple ' 
for .heterosexual relationships,that is,sexual relationships between women and men'. 
Sexual relationships between people of the same sex is either punished,derided, 
tolerated or swept tidily into ant of th • way-places. This is because they ’ 
challenge .:the family order'- the discipline of m^., sculine and feminine identity(!) 
Homosexulaity and lesbianism in particluar assert that sex can be a pleasurable 
&'ino.-^ningful'^ itself and'doesn't have to be about'producing children','' 

The threat that gay sexuality pffers to the function of-heterosexuality.and the 
family in capitalism-has been clarified by. the politicC-l self-activity ...of gays ■ 
since the Stonewall Riots and the subsequent formations of gay liberation in .New - 
York in 1969. Similarly, while many women have rejected the role of housewife.and 
mother, .the WLM has been explicitly devoloping an organisation:and theory around . 
women's position in society. The fascist right, cannot tolerate a challenge to 
traditional'social values and.particularly will fight•against•womens independence 
and gay sexuality. More abuut this(and the Nas.is) later; It.iis .in tides - cf-.such 
as the present when all the .relationships are in extreme 
sexual',political - and ''Shen working class struggle is - at 
fasi’ct right appeals for a retun to the old securities - 
national purity etc. 

Eec^usi^ our identities are themselves insecure,a,re 'false' (being what we've had 
to accpet arid. adapt to) it is likely that v/e'll cling tightly-onto' the family 
identity,search for new leaders etc. 

RACISM AND IMPERIALISM^ 


crisis -.economic,social, 
a,low ebb that the - ■ 
family life,racial and 


of 


With an iri secure identity comes the rejection and insecurity about other races. 

To define a tight -security comes the finding of scapegoats,especially racism. 
A.ttempts can be made to blame the consequences of esp loitation and the history 
imperialism (housing shortages,lack of le sources) on immigrants. 

This is exacily what- the^ fascists 'do, or try to do, in a clear political w:ay. 

It would be wrong' to put dlown here much about racism and imperialism without 
having discussed it with .the. BPPM.(Black ..Peoples' Freedom Movement) further,' 

Just a few notes. ' . ' . 

The background to racism is the international division of. labour and more' 
specifically Imperialism, Prom the ifirst capitalist country (UK) came expansion - 
search' for markets,labour and resources. The exploitation of the land and people 
meant exfiioit'ation of their culture (Panon), The very humanity of colonised' 
people was disputed by the imperialists - a debate took place in Spain as to 
whether-Mexicans had souls. When black servants landed in the UK during the' ' 

period oM questions were asked whetherhuman! 

In orfier .-to organise the world market,different.countries and.races are played off - 
against each other. 

This:'has included the immigration of 'fresh Ijabour'-.(cap-twists hoped for cheap¬ 
ness and docility) to the industrialised capitalist countries. These divisions 
across and v/ithin countries a e used -- different-;-wages,types of jobs,housingrji 
cultural free(fcm.,oppurtunities to maintain the flow of profit. Fascists leap 
.on .all: thpL.^ and insist that one answer to 'our' problems is to -stop immigrat'iori 
and make a 'return' to racial and national purity, 

i ■ " . ■ 

In general, the extrme right offers solutions to the frustrations of everyday 
life; frustra,tions that have a long historical basis including (but not only) 
the sexual an<‘' international divisions of labour',the organisation of exploitatiom, 
through the distortion of cultures,immigration and the twisting of daily * 
personal' and social life,- Their 'solutions' ccjpe on the basis of national and 
racial arid sexual chauvinism. The internatio n.g,l set-iip and the conditions in 
which labour power is produced are of vital and central - i:''iportance to capitalism. 

Similarly a revolutionary strategy can only grow from this basis, ' 

1 „ ' ■ 











The Left has r rely understood this ( see * w/here EngSLs P'eared to Tread in 
Gay Left number one). The Right,however,has .made: great use of it. 


THE NAZIS AND GERMAKsr - notes again 

• . t 

The clearest' example of this has been the Nazis in Germany In a crisis-riddled 
national economy their solution • was to make Germany Great, The Master Race. 

The Fatherland etc. ' Traditional ideas about the family were raised which both 
offered a certain security and justified the idea of Aryan'purity: a proper.' 
German family producing a proper German race. Similarly, the Jews (and other 
ghbups) were used as scapegoats,casting out the impure"non-Germanic races. . d 
Since Germans lived beyond the Fatherland,the idea of the ’nation' .. could be 
extended to an expansion - returning certain te-rritories; to their 'proper' 
country. Anyway, the.basic idea was a mixture oi national,racial and sexual 
chauvinism. However, the stereotypes of Supermale and Supermum (see John Remy's 
work on definitions of sexual identity in prewar Germany) - with all their 
rewards, were only the foreground,The Nazis knew how to us$ sexuality, U' 

For example, gay men were initially encouraged to join the Brown shirts (on an 
anti-femihine/basis? Important to look at the debates vvithin the Gay groups - 
see the 'homosexual Rights Movement -Socialist Workers■Party pamplhet),but ' ■ 
were later represserGoebels( was it?) said that decapi-tation wasn't good enough 
for.gays! .Similarly, the Hitler Youth . . allowed a lot of controlled 

f)romiscuity .in their camps and organisation.. It ■ at • racted the youth. This was 
at a time when the German Left only.considered and families between the sheets, 

WHAT CONG" USIONS 

• I 

FASCISM has an appeal be(a.us'.e of the crisis of everyday life. As such it 
cannot be simply wiped off the streets or dealt with by passing motions in 
TU's of Trades Councils, although this is part of it.There is a need to change 
our daily lives. .. 


SUPPORT for the autonomous movements of black people,gays,women - fascism grows 
by turning the tide against these groups. 

y . . . 

The anti^^fa'scist committees which have been set up have a bad records of even 
supporting- black organisations,alone black people;, (Locally the AFC is white- 
dominated)-. The Blackburn demo 'in support of black people ' included hardly any 
asians at all, and very few W. Indians, 

The rela,tionship between antifascist groupings (AFC's,trad s'unions/student 
union etc) and the black communit.y- needs to be questioned?. 

* There's little politically understood sup.port for womens/gay organisations. • 

* Think about the links between the SPUC/Festival .of Light and the NF, These are 

not simple and need to be looked at, . . 


^Properly done the a proach of street meetings could bring us near to under¬ 
standing the contradictions involved in NF support. They need a lot more 
thinking about. 

* V/e need to understand better the v/ay in which the Labour Movement lays the 
ground for the extreme right, by its nat:i^Onalism (eg import controls) 

* To oppose racism and sexism withip the -left. 


READING 

Selma James 'Sex,Race abd Cla'§s' 

'Capital!sm, Family and-, personal Life» 

'Various issues of Race Today 
Various Reich and Laing. 




- Eli Zaret'Sky (pluto Press?) 







For more information about the Gay Workers Group in Nottingham and the work 
around these d educationals,please contact Gay Workers‘at The Peo'les Centre 
33 Mansfield'Road NOTTINGHAM. Telephone I 
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